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ON THE COVER
FRONT: A female green 
aracari arrived at the Zoo in 
May 2022 as part of a Species 
Survival Plan (SSP) breeding 
recommendation. This small 
member of the toucan family 
inhabits tropical forests in 
northeast South America.
BACK: Caiman lizard
Photos by JAMIE PHAM
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The Los Angeles Zoo started its 2021-2022 fi scal year off with inspired action by launching 
its fi rst-ever Conservation Strategic Plan (CSP). On July 22, 2021, Director of Conservation 
Dr. Jake Owens hosted a live virtual keynote, which featured messages of support from Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and Councilmember Nithya Raman, outlining the Zoo’s historic 
plan dedicated to wildlife conservation. The CSP aligns with the Zoo’s efforts to have a col-
lective impact both here in Los Angeles and around the world by leveraging our knowledge, 
expertise, partnerships, and engagement with diverse communities to focus on changing 
the landscape of conservation. As I said then at the launch, Los Angeles is our City—and this 
is our world. It will take all of us working together to preserve it.

As you’ll read in these pages, the Zoo’s cornerstone conservation programs saw great progress 
during the last fi scal year. The advancement of these programs could not be achieved without 
our members, donors, and guests who come through our gates to support our mission.

Our Learning & Engagement division worked to expand our partnerships with diverse com-
munities, and in autumn 2021, guests had the unique opportunity to participate in the Hispanic 
tradition of Día de los Muertos with the Zoo’s fi rst-ever Beloved Pets Ofrenda. Co-created with 
the Zoo’s Learning & Engagement staff and our partners at Plaza de la Raza Cultural Center for 
the Arts & Education, the Beloved Pets Ofrenda was designed to honor the memory of cher-
ished animal companions that have passed away. The Zoo will continue to form partnerships 
within our community to further represent the diverse cultures that make up this beautiful city.

Equity and accessibility continue to be at the forefront of our work. In June 2022, the Zoo 
launched its fi rst-ever Paid Internship Program to create a sense of belonging to the science, 
conservation, and zoological fi elds among diverse communities that have been systemically 
excluded from these professions. This program provides interns a paid opportunity to work 
directly with our Zoo professionals on real-world projects and gain valuable work, research, 
and personal development skills while gaining an empathy for nature. This is the beginning of 
a long-term plan to meaningfully engage all our communities with even more opportunities.

The Los Angeles Zoo closed out its fi scal year with more than 1.4 million guests visiting their 
Zoo, which warms my heart to see after the unprecedented pandemic we experienced over 
the last few years. We cannot discount the fact that the pandemic, outcries for social justice, 
rising global tensions, and continued efforts to combat the effects of climate change have im-
mensely changed us. I am, however, optimistic that we are on the right path toward a stron-
ger future. If we can take anything away from this past fi scal year, it’s this: recovery takes 
time, but together, we can make it through these challenging moments and build a more 
resilient future. We will continue to frame our future so that we can all succeed together, and 
I cannot wait to share updates on our continued progress with you next year.

From the CEO & Zoo Director

Denise M. Verret
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

& ZOO DIRECTOR
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DENISE VERRET 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

& ZOO DIRECTOR

““If we can take 
anything away 
from this past 

fi scal year, it’s this: 
recovery takes time, 
but together, we can 

make it through 
these challenging 

moments and build 
a more resilient 

future.”

FOLLOW us @LAZoo on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
and TheLosAngelesZoo on 
YouTube
SHARE your memories and 
photos on Instagram, Twitter, 
and Facebook using #LAZoo
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From the GLAZA President & Chair
MAYOR OF LOS ANGELES
Karen Bass

COUNCILMEMBER, FOURTH DISTRICT
Nithya Raman

LOS ANGELES ZOO COMMISSION
Karen B. Winnick, President
Bernardo Silva, Vice President 
Margot Armbruster 
Christopher Hopkins
Daryl Smith 
Richard Lichtenstein, Ex-Officio Member

LOS ANGELES ZOO ADMINISTRATION
Denise M. Verret, Chief Executive Officer & Zoo Director 
Mei Kwan, Deputy Director
Beth Schaefer, Director of Animal Programs
Dr. Dominique Keller, Chief Veterinarian & Director of Animal  
 Wellness Programs
Dan Keeffe, Director of Learning and Engagement
John Goodwin, Acting Construction and Maintenance  
 Supervisor
Dr. Jake Owens, Director of Conservation
Carol Armstrong, Ph.D., Director of Sustainability and  
 Capital Programs
Paola Ferrari, Director of Human Resources 
Carl Myers, Communications Director
Jess Kohring, Director of Equity Programs
Denise Tamura, Executive Assistant

GLAZA OFFICERS
Brian Diamond, Chair
Erika Aronson Stern, Vice Chair
Phyllis Kupferstein, Secretary
Gregory D. Fuss, Treasurer 
Tom Jacobson, GLAZA President

GLAZA TRUSTEES
Courtney Appell, Michael Armstrong, Alma Banuelos, Esther 
Chao, Vivian Chow, Malissia R. Clinton, Richard Corgel, 
Wendy M. Denham, Rob Ellis, Justin Enbody, Sam Enoch, 
Heather Evans, Alfred Fraijo, Jr., Cassidy Horn, Tyler K. Kel-
ley, Diann H. Kim, Anthony Kitchener, Richard Lichtenstein, 
Alan G. Lowy, Patricia Liu McKenna, Steve O’Connell, Beth 
Price, Naomi K. Rodriguez, Marc L. Sallus, Patricia Silver, 
Slash, Jay Sonbolian, Madeline Joyce Taft, Franco Terango, 
Ellia M. Thompson, Laura Z. Wasserman, Jennifer Thornton 
Wieland, Matthew Wilson 

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Lloyd Levitin, Mrs. John F. Maher, Thomas R. Tellefsen 

GLAZA ADMINISTRATION
Kait Hilliard, VP, Marketing and Communications
Sara Rodriguez, VP, Operations and Events
Gretchen Humbert, VP, Chief Financial Officer
Janet Dial, VP, Institutional Advancement
Rob Woolley, Associate VP, Advancement
Dawn Petersen-Amend, General Counsel
Lisa Correa, Director of Membership
Kirin Daugharty, Director of Volunteer Programs
 
Copyright © 2023 Greater Los Angeles Zoo 
Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
of the whole or any part of the contents of this 
publication without written permission is prohibited. 

In our first year with no attendance restrictions or reservation requirement since 
the start of the pandemic, the L.A. Zoo is thriving thanks to our wonderful mem-
bers and donors. By June 2022 we had more than 43,000 membership house-
holds—a marvelous rebound from the low of 35,000 that we experienced during 
the pandemic. All of us at the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association are deeply 
grateful for your generosity during this turbulent time.  

You mourned with us when our beloved friend and trustee Betty White passed 
away on the last day of December 2021. In addition to heartfelt notes left at the 
Zoo’s beautiful white rose garden, people from around the world made gifts in 
Betty’s memory. With a generous match from GLAZA trustees, nearly $250,000 
was raised—an incredible tribute to Betty’s love for animals and the L.A. Zoo.
 
We remembered Betty at the Beastly Ball on June 4 by honoring Stephen Badger as 
the inaugural recipient of the Betty White Conservation Hero Award. The Ball also 
recognized authors B. Natterson-Horowitz and Kathryn Bowers for their longstand-
ing relationship with the Zoo and their groundbreaking books Zoobiquity and Wild-
hood. Honoring Betty made this year’s Ball deeply emotional, and we were thrilled 
that it also raised more than $1.4 million, the third highest in the event’s history. 

Our ongoing recovery from the pandemic included full forgiveness of two federal 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans, a total of $2 million that made a huge 
difference for us over the last two years. The State of California made its very first 
allocation to GLAZA and the Zoo, $2.21 million for four capital projects: a Cape 
vulture habitat, swan pond, inclusive restroom design study, and the Angela Collier 
Garden event space. Many thanks to our dear friend Senator Anthony Portantino 
who made this allocation possible! The generosity of foundations, corporations, and 
individual philanthropists was also exceptional this year, including a $1 million gift 
from an anonymous donor for the Zoo’s Conservation Strategic Plan.  

This Spring, we launched the Conservation Council for emerging leaders passionate 
about wildlife and nature. Our volunteer program grew with the inauguration of the 
Specialty Docent Program, an innovative way for people who work during the week 
to share their interpretive skills with Zoo visitors on weekends. The engagement of our 
wonderful staff, trustees, donors, and volunteers underscores the idea that zoos are in-
habited by both animals and people, and the humans in our Zoo family are truly amazing.

These exciting developments not only demonstrate our resilience but also point 
toward the realization of our Vision Plan, the exciting road map for the future of 
the Zoo that made considerable progress this year. We look forward to celebrat-
ing the future of the Zoo with you!
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Tom Jacobson
GLAZA PRESIDENT

Brian Diamond
GLAZA CHAIR
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“

TOM JACOBSON 
GLAZA PRESIDENT

“The engagement of 
our wonderful staff, 
trustees, donors, and 
volunteers under-
scores the idea that 
zoos are inhabited 
by both animals and 
people, and the  
humans in our Zoo 
family are truly 
amazing.”
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B
etty White passed away on December 31, 2021, just weeks shy of her 100th 
birthday. Betty’s involvement with the Los Angeles Zoo stretched back more 
than five decades. A lifelong animal lover, she was a longtime GLAZA trustee 
and donor, Zoo Commissioner, the City of Los Angeles’ Ambassador to the 
Animals, and an honorary zookeeper. Betty often quipped that she had to 
stay in show business to pay for her animal business—and she wouldn’t have 
it any other way. Throughout her busy Hollywood career, she remained a 

steady presence at the Zoo, working behind the scenes to raise funds for new hab-
itats for the animals. She was a vocal advocate for animals and the people who care 
for them—and an early champion of conservation. This Annual Report is dedicated to 
her memory.

Remembering Betty White

in
 re

m
em

br
an

ce

ROSE GARDEN
Throughout the month of January, friends and 
fans flocked to the Zoo to visit a special memo-
rial rose garden erected in Allen Ludden Plaza, 
named for Betty’s beloved husband. Displayed 
among the garden’s silk roses were cards with 
personal messages, memories, and drawings 

from Zoo staff, volunteers, and guests.
Photo by JAMIE PHAM

INSPIRING OTHERS
In the weeks following Betty’s death, her fans 
and friends began donating to the Zoo and 

other animal welfare organizations in her honor. 
The L.A. Zoo received more than 2,400 individ-
ual donations, including corporate gifts from 

the Walt Disney Company, Pink’s Hot Dogs, Ma-
dame Tussauds Hollywood, and San Francisco’s 
Holy Name School. GLAZA also received a signif-

icant increase in new volunteer applications.
Photo by JAMIE PHAM

BIRTHDAY  
CELEBRATION

On what would have been Betty’s 100th birth-
day, January 17, 2022, the Zoo welcomed Los 

Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, City Council Mem-
ber Nithya Raman, and other distinguished 

guests to the garden for a special tribute.
Photo by JAMIE PHAM

BELLE OF THE BALL
Emcee Joel McHale introduced an emotional 
tribute to Betty White during the Beastly Ball 
on June 4, 2022. The Zoo’s gala fundraiser was 
one of Betty’s favorite events. From its debut in 
1971, she attended nearly every year, with a few 

exceptions when she was filming out of town. 
Photo by JAMIE PHAMJA
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T
he Zoo’s Learning and Engagement Division 
initiated a new partnership with the City’s 
Recreation and Parks Department to bring 
free nature play programming to Griffith 
Park. The team facilitated nine events from 
October to June, engaging 344 community 
members in outdoor play and exploration.

T
he LGBTQIA+ volunteer network Gay for Good 
mobilized a team of volunteers to help the 
Zoo celebrate Earth Day in 2022. The team of 
26 decorated   dozens of globes and boxes to 
be given to our animals as enrichment. Novel 
enrichment items provide mental and physical 
challenges, encouraging animals to explore 

and interact with their environment.

Family Nature Club  

Earthly Enrichment 

OUTWARD BOUND  
The Zoo began partnering with Outward 

Bound Adventures (OBA) in Fall 2021. OBA is 
dedicated to providing access to nature and 

environmental education for low-income, 
gang-impacted, and historically excluded 

adults and youth. 
Photo by LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT

KULTURECITY
In March 2022, the Los Angeles Zoo received  

official certification as a sensory-inclusive 
venue from KultureCity. As part of this certifi-
cation, the Zoo’s staff were trained on varying 

sensory needs, and the sensory-inclusive com-
ponents employed throughout our Zoo. The 

Zoo is now part of a network of more than 900  
KultureCity-certified venues.

Photo by CARL MYERS
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T
he Los Angeles Zoo regularly reaches 
beyond its borders to the community 
at large, working collaboratively with 
a variety of organizations to engage 
diverse audiences and ensure that 
the Zoo is accessible and welcoming 
to all.
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October to June, engaging 344 community 
members in outdoor play and exploration.

T
he LGBTQIA+ volunteer network Gay for Good 
mobilized a team of volunteers to help the 
Zoo celebrate Earth Day in 2022. The team of 
26 decorated   dozens of globes and boxes to 
be given to our animals as enrichment. Novel 
enrichment items provide mental and physical 
challenges, encouraging animals to explore 

and interact with their environment.

Family Nature Club  

Earthly Enrichment 

OUTWARD BOUND  
The Zoo began partnering with Outward 

Bound Adventures (OBA) in Fall 2021. OBA is 
dedicated to providing access to nature and 

environmental education for low-income, 
gang-impacted, and historically excluded 

adults and youth. 
Photo by LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT

KULTURECITY
In March 2022, the Los Angeles Zoo received  

official certification as a sensory-inclusive 
venue from KultureCity. As part of this certifi-
cation, the Zoo’s staff were trained on varying 

sensory needs, and the sensory-inclusive com-
ponents employed throughout our Zoo. The 

Zoo is now part of a network of more than 900  
KultureCity-certified venues.

Photo by CARL MYERS
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T
he Los Angeles Zoo regularly reaches 
beyond its borders to the community 
at large, working collaboratively with 
a variety of organizations to engage 
diverse audiences and ensure that 
the Zoo is accessible and welcoming 
to all.
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SLOW AND STEADY
The hatching of a Roti Island snake-necked 
turtle at the Zoo in June 2022 was a major 

milestone in the recovery of this species, which 
is now considered extinct in the wild. These 

turtles disappeared from the wild due  
to overcollection for the pet trade and now 

only exist in human care. 
Photo by IAN RECCHIO

 

S P E C I A L  
D E L I V E R Y

The Zoo welcomed twin babirusas in July 2021. 
Due to complications during labor, the piglets 

were delivered via Caesarean section—a proce-
dure rarely performed in zoos. The Zoo partici-
pates in the Species Survival Plan (SSP) for this 

species, which is vulnerable to extinction 
due to hunting and habitat loss.

Photo by JAMIE PHAM

SUPER TROOPERS
The Zoo’s chimpanzee troop expanded with 
the arrival of two males in early 2022. Eight-

year-old Mshindi (above) and 22-year-old 
Pu’iwa have been slowly integrated into the 
group, which is managed in a fission-fusion 
fashion in which chimps can separate into 
subgroups and have a choice of who they 

spend time with during the day. This mirrors 
the species’ behavior in the wild. 

Photo by JAMIE PHAM 

ne
w

 a
rr

iv
al

s

T
he year’s notable 
births and hatchings 
include  (clockwise 
from top left): a black- 
and-white colobus  
monkey, yellow-backed  
duiker, five Mangshan 

pitvipers, a harbor seal, and 
three slender-tailed meerkats. 
Maintaining healthy, diverse 
zoo populations is crucial to  
the long-term survival of many 
threatened or endangered 
species.

TAKING FLIGHT
Three blue-throated macaw chicks hatched here 
in the last fiscal year. The L.A. Zoo is helping to 
save this critically endangered species through 
our successful breeding program and ongoing 
support of field conservation efforts in Bolivia.

Photo by LORI ROGALSKI

 

PH
O

TO
S 

BY
 J

AM
IE

 P
H

AM
 &

 IA
N

 R
EC

CH
IO



10 11

20
21

-2
02

2 
FI

SC
AL

 Y
EA

R
 I

N
 R

EV
IE

W

20
21

-2
02

2 
FI

SC
AL

 Y
EA

R
 I

N
 R

EV
IE

W

SLOW AND STEADY
The hatching of a Roti Island snake-necked 
turtle at the Zoo in June 2022 was a major 

milestone in the recovery of this species, which 
is now considered extinct in the wild. These 

turtles disappeared from the wild due  
to overcollection for the pet trade and now 
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from top left): a black- 
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monkey, yellow-backed  
duiker, five Mangshan 

pitvipers, a harbor seal, and 
three slender-tailed meerkats. 
Maintaining healthy, diverse 
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save this critically endangered species through 
our successful breeding program and ongoing 
support of field conservation efforts in Bolivia.
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CONSERVATION
PROJECTS

Endangered species around the globe are benefiting from conservation grants or field assistance provided by the Los Angeles Zoo 
in Fiscal Year 2021–22. The programs we support engage in a variety of conservation activities, including studying wild populations, 
creating sustainable breeding programs, reducing habitat destruction, strengthening community engagement, and promoting peace-
ful coexistence between people and wildlife. In these pages, we spotlight some of these programs and the impact that we’ve made, 
thanks to the support of our generous members, donors, and friends. 

C O M M I T M E N T  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N
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T
he newest member of our giraffe herd was 
a newsmaker from day one. At 6'7", the baby 
boy was the tallest calf ever born at the Zoo. 
Keepers helped keep the calf calm as vet-
erinarians performed the post-birth exam-
ination. This vital fi rst check-up is standard 
procedure for all zoo births, big and small. 

Preventive care is key to ensuring that every 
animal at the Zoo thrives. In addition to closely 
monitoring our animals for any sign of illness, the 
Gottlieb Animal Health & Conservation Center staff 
routinely perform physical examinations, run di-
agnostic tests, and administer vaccines. Thanks to 
portable diagnostic equipment and training proto-
cols, these exams are more likely than not conduct-
ed while the animal is awake and in its habitat. In 
the last fi scal year, we entered 7,741 medical notes 
for our animals, and only 152 of those represent 
anesthetized exams. We collected 2,635 diagnostic 
samples, of which 1,451 were fecal samples and 447 
were complete blood cell counts (CBCs). Fecals rep-
resent a big part of our wellness program as they 
are an easy, non-invasive diagnostic test.

The Zoo’s Medical Advisory Board (MAB), com-
posed of 68 members from a broad range of med-
ical specialties, continues to consult on special 
cases. This support is critical to improved patient 
outcomes as it leverages the varied profession-
al expertise of its members. These collaborations 
also provide invaluable opportunities for growth 
and information-sharing across disciplines. We are 
grateful to these extraordinary individuals for lend-
ing their time and talents to the Zoo.
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Endangered species around the globe are benefiting from conservation grants or field assistance provided by the Los Angeles Zoo 
in Fiscal Year 2021–22. The programs we support engage in a variety of conservation activities, including studying wild populations, 
creating sustainable breeding programs, reducing habitat destruction, strengthening community engagement, and promoting peace-
ful coexistence between people and wildlife. In these pages, we spotlight some of these programs and the impact that we’ve made, 
thanks to the support of our generous members, donors, and friends. 
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a newsmaker from day one. At 6'7", the baby 
boy was the tallest calf ever born at the Zoo. 
Keepers helped keep the calf calm as vet-
erinarians performed the post-birth exam-
ination. This vital fi rst check-up is standard 
procedure for all zoo births, big and small. 

Preventive care is key to ensuring that every 
animal at the Zoo thrives. In addition to closely 
monitoring our animals for any sign of illness, the 
Gottlieb Animal Health & Conservation Center staff 
routinely perform physical examinations, run di-
agnostic tests, and administer vaccines. Thanks to 
portable diagnostic equipment and training proto-
cols, these exams are more likely than not conduct-
ed while the animal is awake and in its habitat. In 
the last fi scal year, we entered 7,741 medical notes 
for our animals, and only 152 of those represent 
anesthetized exams. We collected 2,635 diagnostic 
samples, of which 1,451 were fecal samples and 447 
were complete blood cell counts (CBCs). Fecals rep-
resent a big part of our wellness program as they 
are an easy, non-invasive diagnostic test.

The Zoo’s Medical Advisory Board (MAB), com-
posed of 68 members from a broad range of med-
ical specialties, continues to consult on special 
cases. This support is critical to improved patient 
outcomes as it leverages the varied profession-
al expertise of its members. These collaborations 
also provide invaluable opportunities for growth 
and information-sharing across disciplines. We are 
grateful to these extraordinary individuals for lend-
ing their time and talents to the Zoo.
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I
n November 2021, L.A. Zoo staff traveled 
to Baja California, Mexico, to participate in 
the first-ever release of collared peninsular 
pronghorn to the wild. Eight captive-reared 
pronghorn were fitted with GPS tracking 
collars, then released. Zoo staff also helped 

develop interpretive graphics for the Peninsular 
Pronghorn Visitor Center near the reserve.

I
n August 2021, the Southern Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog Re-
covery Program transferred 150 L.A. Zoo-hatched tadpoles and 
125 wild tadpoles received from UCLA to the Aquarium of the Pa-
cific to headstart as a cohort for an eventual release. In Septem-
ber 2021, 504 tadpoles from the L.A. Zoo were released into their 
native habitat in the San Gabriel Mountains.

Pronghorn
Preservation

Mountain Frog Recovery

W
e launched our 
groundbreaking 
Conservation Stra-
tegic Plan (CSP) in 
July 2021. The plan—
the first in the L.A. 

Zoo’s history solely dedicated 
to wildlife conservation—iden-
tified six focal areas where we 
will prioritize our growth and 
impact: California conserva-
tion, social and environmental 
justice, illegal wildlife trade, 
human-wildlife coexistence, 
conservation translocation, 
and evidence-based conserva-
tion. In this first year of imple-
mentation, we’ve made great 
strides in advancing our goals, 
particularly in the areas of Cal-
ifornia conservation and social 
and environmental justice.

CONSERVATION
S T R AT E G I C  P L A N

The Zoo’s Conservation Committee 
furthered its work to engage with 
local communities and strengthen 
staff and volunteer involvement in 
our mission. They hosted several 
events, including maintenance 
and monitoring of the Bette Davis 
micro-forest project in Griffith Park, 
nature outings, and habitat resto-
ration and cleanups. 

Conservation  
Committee

“ Through a generous donation from the L.A. Zoo—and with their team’s  

expertise and effort—it has been possible to create a magnificent  

exhibition in which the peninsular pronghorn is not only the protagonist  

but also the link to the area’s natural, cultural, and regional values.

VICTOR SANCHEZ SOTOMAYOR, PENINSULAR PRONGHORN RECOVERY PROGRAM

Condor
Chicks
We hatched 12 California con-
dor chicks in the Spring 2022 
breeding season, furthering 
the genetic diversity of this 
incredible species. Five wild 
condors were brought to the 
Zoo for veterinary treatment, 
and four chicks were sent to 
our partner facilities for future 
release to the wild. Our con-
dor staff accompanied biolo-
gists into the field to perform 
three nest checks.
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONSERVATION EFFORTS, VISIT LAZOO.ORG/SAVE-WILDLIFE

CONSERVATION
MILESTONES

MILESTONE

MILESTONE

MILESTONE

MILESTONE
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Pronghorn Visitor Center near the reserve.
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125 wild tadpoles received from UCLA to the Aquarium of the Pa-
cific to headstart as a cohort for an eventual release. In Septem-
ber 2021, 504 tadpoles from the L.A. Zoo were released into their 
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tegic Plan (CSP) in 
July 2021. The plan—
the first in the L.A. 

Zoo’s history solely dedicated 
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tified six focal areas where we 
will prioritize our growth and 
impact: California conserva-
tion, social and environmental 
justice, illegal wildlife trade, 
human-wildlife coexistence, 
conservation translocation, 
and evidence-based conserva-
tion. In this first year of imple-
mentation, we’ve made great 
strides in advancing our goals, 
particularly in the areas of Cal-
ifornia conservation and social 
and environmental justice.

CONSERVATION
S T R AT E G I C  P L A N

The Zoo’s Conservation Committee 
furthered its work to engage with 
local communities and strengthen 
staff and volunteer involvement in 
our mission. They hosted several 
events, including maintenance 
and monitoring of the Bette Davis 
micro-forest project in Griffith Park, 
nature outings, and habitat resto-
ration and cleanups. 

Conservation  
Committee

“ Through a generous donation from the L.A. Zoo—and with their team’s  

expertise and effort—it has been possible to create a magnificent  

exhibition in which the peninsular pronghorn is not only the protagonist  

but also the link to the area’s natural, cultural, and regional values.

VICTOR SANCHEZ SOTOMAYOR, PENINSULAR PRONGHORN RECOVERY PROGRAM

Condor
Chicks
We hatched 12 California con-
dor chicks in the Spring 2022 
breeding season, furthering 
the genetic diversity of this 
incredible species. Five wild 
condors were brought to the 
Zoo for veterinary treatment, 
and four chicks were sent to 
our partner facilities for future 
release to the wild. Our con-
dor staff accompanied biolo-
gists into the field to perform 
three nest checks.
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T
he blue-throated macaw is critically endangered due to habitat loss 
and the illegal pet trade. The L.A. Zoo has successfully bred this rare 
bird in its Avian Conservation Center and contributes to its conser-
vation in the field. The Bird Endowment’s Nido Adoptivo Nest Box 

Project raises funds to install artificial nest boxes in the Laney Rickman 
Reserve in Bolivia to increase nest site availability. Since 2018, the Zoo has 
sponsored the installation of 20 artificial nest boxes in key nesting areas, 
resulting in seven blue-throated macaw chicks fledging in the wild.

 
“Bird Endowment and our partner Asociación Armonía are truly 
grateful for the generous support of the Los Angeles Zoo in saving the 
blue-throated macaw from extinction. When this project started 15 
years ago, only 100 to 150 remained in the wild. Today, its numbers 
have increased significantly. Today, there are 400 to 450—an incred-
ible 113 having fledged from our nest boxes. Thanks to support from 
the Los Angeles Zoo, the blue-throated macaw is flying toward a 
brighter future!”

DOROTHY PATERSON
PRESIDENT/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BIRD ENDOWMENT

Blue-Throated 
Macaws

CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHTS

T
he largest eagle in the Americas, the harpy eagle is declining rapidly in certain portions of its  
range due to deforestation and human persecution. Since 2007, the L.A. Zoo has supported the  
Peregrine Fund’s efforts to monitor and preserve harpy eagle populations and increase local  
resilience through science, education, and community engagement.

“With the generous and steady support of the Los Angeles Zoo, the Peregrine Fund is protecting 
the largest harpy eagle population in Central America, located in the Darien-Choco Region of Pan-
ama within one of the most biodiverse rainforests on the planet. Specifically, during 2022, the L.A. 
Zoo contributed to (1) developing the capacity of 30 indigenous Emberá and Wounaan people in 
agroforestry and forest restoration techniques, (2) conducting 184 field patrol and vigilance trips 
to monitor 46 pairs of harpy eagles and their nesting areas, assuring their survival and protection, 
(3) training 50 indigenous people as mentors for conservation, and (4) reaching more than 10,950 
people with our environmental education campaigns.”

EVAN R. BUECHLEY, PH.D.
V.P. OF CONSERVATION, INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS, THE PEREGRINE FUND

Harpy Eagles

T
he mission of the Komodo Sur-
vival Program (KSP) is to protect 
and manage populations of the 
Komodo dragon. In collaboration 

with Komodo National Park, the KSP 
conducts large-scale Komodo dragon 
population monitoring in eastern Indo-
nesia. The long-term objective of the 
program is to ensure that this national 
park remains a protected habitat for 
Komodo dragons.

“For more than a decade, the 
Los Angeles Zoo has generously 
supported the Komodo Survival 
Program. L.A. Zoo funding has been 
used to conduct several activities 
including surveys used to count the 
annual number of breeding females 
and observe their nesting activities 
using camera traps. This research is 
essential to estimate the size of the 
annual nesting population and also 
the potential number of Komodo 
dragon hatchlings that will enter 
the population. This knowledge 
helps contribute to informed deci-
sions regarding the management 
and conservation of this endan-
gered species.”
 
ACHMAD ARIEFIANDY 
PROJECT MANAGER, KOMODO 
SURVIVAL PROGRAM

Komodo 
Dragons 
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he blue-throated macaw is critically endangered due to habitat loss 
and the illegal pet trade. The L.A. Zoo has successfully bred this rare 
bird in its Avian Conservation Center and contributes to its conser-
vation in the field. The Bird Endowment’s Nido Adoptivo Nest Box 

Project raises funds to install artificial nest boxes in the Laney Rickman 
Reserve in Bolivia to increase nest site availability. Since 2018, the Zoo has 
sponsored the installation of 20 artificial nest boxes in key nesting areas, 
resulting in seven blue-throated macaw chicks fledging in the wild.

 
“Bird Endowment and our partner Asociación Armonía are truly 
grateful for the generous support of the Los Angeles Zoo in saving the 
blue-throated macaw from extinction. When this project started 15 
years ago, only 100 to 150 remained in the wild. Today, its numbers 
have increased significantly. Today, there are 400 to 450—an incred-
ible 113 having fledged from our nest boxes. Thanks to support from 
the Los Angeles Zoo, the blue-throated macaw is flying toward a 
brighter future!”

DOROTHY PATERSON
PRESIDENT/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BIRD ENDOWMENT

Blue-Throated 
Macaws
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range due to deforestation and human persecution. Since 2007, the L.A. Zoo has supported the  
Peregrine Fund’s efforts to monitor and preserve harpy eagle populations and increase local  
resilience through science, education, and community engagement.

“With the generous and steady support of the Los Angeles Zoo, the Peregrine Fund is protecting 
the largest harpy eagle population in Central America, located in the Darien-Choco Region of Pan-
ama within one of the most biodiverse rainforests on the planet. Specifically, during 2022, the L.A. 
Zoo contributed to (1) developing the capacity of 30 indigenous Emberá and Wounaan people in 
agroforestry and forest restoration techniques, (2) conducting 184 field patrol and vigilance trips 
to monitor 46 pairs of harpy eagles and their nesting areas, assuring their survival and protection, 
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Komodo dragon. In collaboration 

with Komodo National Park, the KSP 
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nesia. The long-term objective of the 
program is to ensure that this national 
park remains a protected habitat for 
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“For more than a decade, the 
Los Angeles Zoo has generously 
supported the Komodo Survival 
Program. L.A. Zoo funding has been 
used to conduct several activities 
including surveys used to count the 
annual number of breeding females 
and observe their nesting activities 
using camera traps. This research is 
essential to estimate the size of the 
annual nesting population and also 
the potential number of Komodo 
dragon hatchlings that will enter 
the population. This knowledge 
helps contribute to informed deci-
sions regarding the management 
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gered species.”
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CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHTS

T
he L.A. Zoo has partnered with the Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conserva-
tion Education (GRACE) Center since 2015. GRACE’s mission is to provide 
rehabilitative care for rescued Grauer’s gorillas and to work alongside 
communities in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to 

promote appreciation and conservation of wild gorillas and their habitat.
 
“A gorilla-sized thank you to L.A. Zoo! Your impact was really felt in 
2022. First, youth members of GRACE’s Conservation Clubs and the L.A. 
Zoo’s Zoo Pals program connected across continents. They learned 
about gorillas and participated in a meaningful cross-cultural ex-
change. 

Second, L.A. Zoo provided funding for a new radio campaign. 
Written and produced by GRACE Educators, the campaign highlighted 
the connection between healthy forests, healthy gorillas, and healthy 
communities. More than 15,000 people learned about Congo forests 
because of your support. 

Third, L.A. Zoo made it possible for GRACE educators to expand 
their outreach into a new village this year. In partnership with a 
community association, they built a sustainable woodlot to provide 
an alternative to cutting trees from the forest for household use. This 
benefits people and protects gorilla habitat.” 

TOMMI WOLFE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, GRACE

Gorillas

“ A gorilla-sized thank you to L.A. Zoo!  
Your impact was really felt in 2022.

TOMMI WOLFE, GRACE

“
SPOTLIGHT

P
ainted dogs are one of the most en-
dangered mammals in Africa, with 
poaching and habitat fragmenta-
tion the greatest threats to their 

survival. The Painted Dog Research Trust 
works to protect and expand the popu-
lation of painted dogs in Zimbabwe. The 
L.A. Zoo has been supporting this vital 
work since 2018, funding extensive wild-
life surveys, anti-snare tracking collars, 
and camera traps to monitor the move-
ments and behaviors of painted dogs. As 
a result of these efforts, the species has 
bounced back from a population of less 
than 200 to more than 700 individuals.

 
“Over the years, the L.A. Zoo’s sup-
port has been not only consistent 
but made a huge difference, and so 
embodies our motto ‘Your Support 
Is Their Survival.’ Such long-term 
conservation partnerships make all 
the difference from the point of long-
term planning. The latter was par-
ticularly salient as we all struggled 
through COVID yet managed to keep 
not only all of our staff but also packs 
of painted dogs alive ... Teamwork at 
its best!”

DR. GREG RASMUSSEN 
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
PAINTED DOG RESEARCH TRUST
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CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHTS

T
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tion Education (GRACE) Center since 2015. GRACE’s mission is to provide 
rehabilitative care for rescued Grauer’s gorillas and to work alongside 
communities in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to 

promote appreciation and conservation of wild gorillas and their habitat.
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CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHTS

W
ith an estimated 650 adult individuals remaining in the 
wild, the Indian gharial is classified as critically endan-
gered. The L.A. Zoo has provided multi-year support 
to the Gharial Ecology Project (GEP) of the Madras 

Crocodile Bank Trust, which monitors and conserves gharials in 
the Chambal River, one of the most pristine and undeveloped 
watersheds remaining in India.  Recent L.A. Zoo funding en-
abled the GEP to purchase tracking radios and deploy satellite 
tags on gharials to collect data on their movements and activity 
patterns—information that will be vital to informing future man-
agement strategies and conservation actions for the species.

Gharials 
SPOTLIGHT

F
or several years, the Los Angeles Zoo 
has supported eff orts to safeguard 
two of the rarest mammals on Earth: 
the saola and the large-antlered 

muntjac. Found only in the Annamite 
Mountains bordering Vietnam and Laos, 
both species are in desperate need of 
conservation intervention. With funding 
from the L.A. Zoo, Re:Wild is conducting 
extensive wildlife surveys in central Viet-
nam’s Truong Son forest—the first ever 
performed using modern field methods.

“The preliminary findings from the 
interview and camera-trapping sur-
veys in the Truong Son forest area are 
encouraging. Clearly, this area is an 
important stronghold for many rare 
and endemic species, and we believe 
it is possible that large-antlered 
muntjac and saola still occur there 
(though, if they do, their numbers are 
critically low). Without support from 
the Los Angeles Zoo, we would never 
have been able to conduct this proj-
ect. We are especially grateful to the 
Zoo for supporting conservation work 
for two species that are not held any-
where in captivity. What an amazing 
example of how zoos can give back to 
conservation everywhere.”

ANDREW TILKER 
ASIAN SPECIES OFFICER, RE:WILD

Saola & 
Muntjac

SPOTLIGHT
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T
he Baird’s tapir is one of the most ecologically important species in 
Central America. By dispersing seeds, they regenerate tropical forests 
and play a key role in fighting climate change. With fewer than 4,500 
adult Baird’s tapirs estimated to remain in the wild, the L.A. Zoo is 

proud to support the Costa Rica Wildlife Foundation (CRWF)’s eff orts to 
conserve this iconic endangered species. With the support of the Zoo and 
other partners, CRWF engages farmers, tourism operators, community 
members, and local authorities in a collaborative program to reduce 
human-tapir conflict and improve economic stability in the area.
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patterns—information that will be vital to informing future man-
agement strategies and conservation actions for the species.
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veys in the Truong Son forest area are 
encouraging. Clearly, this area is an 
important stronghold for many rare 
and endemic species, and we believe 
it is possible that large-antlered 
muntjac and saola still occur there 
(though, if they do, their numbers are 
critically low). Without support from 
the Los Angeles Zoo, we would never 
have been able to conduct this proj-
ect. We are especially grateful to the 
Zoo for supporting conservation work 
for two species that are not held any-
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conservation everywhere.”
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Central America. By dispersing seeds, they regenerate tropical forests 
and play a key role in fighting climate change. With fewer than 4,500 
adult Baird’s tapirs estimated to remain in the wild, the L.A. Zoo is 

proud to support the Costa Rica Wildlife Foundation (CRWF)’s eff orts to 
conserve this iconic endangered species. With the support of the Zoo and 
other partners, CRWF engages farmers, tourism operators, community 
members, and local authorities in a collaborative program to reduce 
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SUPPORT & EARNED REVENUE $
Membership dues  5,135,821 
Contributions and grants   8,526,516 
Concession commissions and site rentals  3,575,634
Other revenue  7,655 
TOTAL SUPPORT AND EARNED REVENUE    17,245,626   

NON-OPERATING GAINS & LOSSES $
Net investment loss   (4,312,084) 
Gain on forgiveness of PPP loan    2,025,000  
TOTAL NON-OPERATING GAINS & LOSSES     (2,287,084)

TOTAL REVENUE      14,958,542

  

EXPENSES $
Program services  10,483,792 
General and administrative  2,251,430 
Fundraising  1,761,016
TOTAL EXPENSES  14,496,238 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  462,304 

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR  41,427,084 

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR   41,889,388 

GREATER LOS ANGELES 
ZOO ASSOCIATION

A complete set of financial statements audited by SingerLewak LLP, in which an unqualified 
opinion is rendered, is available at www.lazoo.org/about/glaza. 

It is the policy of the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association that a portion of gifts and/or income 
therefrom is used to defray the costs of raising and administering the funds.

72% PROGRAM SERVICES
16% GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE
12% FUNDRAISING

30%  MEMBERSHIP DUES

<1%  OTHER REVENUE
21%  CONCESSION COMMISSIONS & SITE RENTALS

49%  CONTRIBUTIONS & GRANTS 

Statement of Activities for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2022

EXPENSES

SUPPORT &  
EARNED REVENUE

16% 

12% 

72% 

ke
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s

<1%

REVENUE $
General Fund 1,178,711
Zoo Enterprise Trust Fund 863,031 
Admissions receipts  15,681,761 
Nighttime ticketed events*   813,539 
Concessions* 2,434,934
Membership* 1,336,233         
Other receipts 1,439,415
TOTAL REVENUE 23,747,624

* Transfers from GLAZA

EXPENDITURES BY PROGRAM $
Animal care, wellness & conservation 10,684,591
Facility maintenance & operations 6,395,262
Learning & engagement 1,032,654
Public relations 140,743
Administration 5,494,374
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 23,747,625

CITY OF LOS ANGELES,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ZOO  
Statement of Activities for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2022

Includes all nighttime ticketed event attendance
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1,600,000

600,000
2020-21**

 656,689

2018-19

1,803,699 

2019-20*2017-18

1,191,773

1,802,387

2021-22

 1,408,915

*Zoo closed to the public 3/13/20 through 6/30/20 due to COVID-19 pandemic 
**Zoo closed to the public 7/01/20 through 08/26/20 and 12/07/20 through 02/15/21
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ke

y 
fin

an
ci

al
s

27% FACILITY MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS

4% LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT
23% ADMINISTRATION

45% ANIMAL CARE, WELLNESS & CONSERVATION 

1% COMMUNICATIONS
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7% 
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Gain on forgiveness of PPP loan    2,025,000  
TOTAL NON-OPERATING GAINS & LOSSES     (2,287,084)

TOTAL REVENUE      14,958,542
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General and administrative  2,251,430 
Fundraising  1,761,016
TOTAL EXPENSES  14,496,238 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  462,304 

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR  41,427,084 

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR   41,889,388 

GREATER LOS ANGELES 
ZOO ASSOCIATION

A complete set of financial statements audited by SingerLewak LLP, in which an unqualified 
opinion is rendered, is available at www.lazoo.org/about/glaza. 

It is the policy of the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association that a portion of gifts and/or income 
therefrom is used to defray the costs of raising and administering the funds.
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Cumulative Giving 
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association proudly recognizes the following individuals, corporations, and foundations who have contributed cumulative gift s of $25,000 and above from 
January 1, 1985, to June 30, 2022. These generous gift s include cash, grants, bequests, and/or securities. They represent the highest level of philanthropy and commitment to GLAZA 
and the Zoo. These donors enable us to build state-of-the-art animal exhibits, support critical species conservation programs at the Zoo and around the globe, provide funds for inno-
vative animal health care and education programs, and secure the future of the Zoo by building a strong endowment. We celebrate and thank these generous benefactors.

$5,000,000 AND ABOVE
Fritz B. Burns Foundation
The Jeanette L. Vachon Trust

$2,000,000 – $4,999,999
The Ahmanson Foundation
Angela Collier Foundation
Robert J. and Suzanne Gottlieb
Estate of Dolly Green
The Ralph M. Parsons 
 Foundation
PepsiCo
Estate of Michael Wayne Thomas
Wasserman Foundation
Weingart Foundation
Betty White Ludden
The Winnick Family 
 Foundation

$1,000,000 – $1,999,999
Anonymous
Bank of America Foundation
California Department of Fish 
 and Game
Capital Group
Max H. Gluck Foundation
Estate of Rose and George 
 Lamont
Los Angeles County Regional 
 Park and Open Spaces 
 District

Milken Family Foundation
Ann Moss
Jerry Moss
Estate of Roslyn Schrank
Patricia and Stanley Silver
Flora L. Thornton Foundation
Jennifer Thornton Wieland
Estate of Laura Tyler
Luanne C. Wells
Wells Fargo Foundation
Witherbee Foundation

$500,000 – $999,999
ARCO Foundation
Johnny Carson Foundation
Estate of Janice L. Crawford
Ruth & Prince Davis Fund of 
 California Community 
 Foundation
Brian and Arpita Diamond
The Walt Disney Company
Duttenhaver Fund
Fabbio Family Trust
The Georgina Fredrick 
 Children’s Foundation
Don and Lorraine Freeberg 
 Foundation
Henry L. Guenther Foundation
W. M. Keck Foundation
MacDonald Family Foundation
NBCUniversal

The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. 
 Norris Foundation
Helen C. Pekny
Elisabeth Hunt Price
Ted Samuels and Lori Winters 
 Samuels
The Shultz Family
Skirball Foundation
Estate of Mimi B. Swart
Madeline and Elliott Taft 
Estate of Walter and Betty 
 Tauer
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Estate of Margaret Wathen
Myra Wildhorn and Lori and 
 Saul Brant

$250,000 – $499,999
Mr. Peter Arkley and Ms. Cathy 
 Arkley
Associated Foundations Inc.
Esther S. M. Chao
The Corgel Family
Jack and Barbara Dawson
Estate of Alice F. Deems
Estate of Betty P. Dietrich
Joseph Drown Foundation
Carlton D. Dudley and Anne 
 Dudley-Doucet
Rob Ellis
The Federico Family Trust

Keri Gillespie
William Randolph Hearst 
 Foundation
Alan and Cindy Horn
Cassidy Horn
ICEE-USA
The Carl Jud Foundation
Diann H. Kim and John B. 
 Frank
Patricia Kulha
Phyllis Kupferstein and Don 
 Farkas
Estate of Richard Lieboff 
Ludwick Family Foundation
Tom Mankiewicz
John F. Marshall
Diane Montgomery
Estate of Mathilda Nelson
Nestle USA, Inc.
Estate of Herman A. 
 Niederwierfer
Dominic J. Ornato
Neil Papiano and Sharon 
 Thralls
Joan A. Payden
Ernest Prete, Jr. Foundation
Ralston Purina Company
Robert and Ann Ronus
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Seidel
Service Systems Associates
Estate of Jeanne Sprague

Erika Aronson Stern and Adam 
 Stern
Marc and Eva Stern Foundation
John C. Storr
The Stringer Foundation
Times Mirror Foundation
Mary Urquhart
Ellen Vahan
Tim and Linda Washburn

$100,000 – $249,999
99 Cents Only Stores
Allegheny Teledyne Inc.
Amerman Family Foundation
Estate of Howard J. Amsterdam
Anonymous (x3)
Aon Construction Services 
 Group, Peter Arkley and 
 Leslie Curry O’Gorman
Estate of Marjorie Aquilino
Margot and Mark Armbruster
Mrs. Gene Autry, The Autry 
 Foundation
BCM Foundation
Beam Foundation
Robert M. & Marjie A. Bennett 
 Foundation
Marilyn Mayer Bersch
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Biard
William Bisset and Donna 
 Zenor

Charles X Block, Tamaqua 
 Foundation
W. William Boede
The Boeing Company
Employees Community Fund 
 of Boeing California
Deborah and Gabriel Brener
Russell Brown
California Resources 
 Corporation
Mohan and Geeta Chandramohan
Patricia and Stephen Chazen
Children’s Hospital of Los 
 Angeles
Mr. and Mrs. Larry P. 
 Clemmensen
Tippy Stringer Conrad
Camron Cooper
Daimler Chrysler Corporation
Nancy and Patrick Dennis
Estate of Chester F. Dolley
DreamWorks Animation SKG
Estate of L. Eugene Dudley
Eastman Kodak Company
Edison International
Nancy and John Edwards
Ernst & Young LLP
Heather A. Evans
Estate of Charlotte Fairchild
Farmers Insurance Group of 
 Companies

DONOR
RECOGNITION

JA
M
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H
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We are deeply grateful to the individual, corporate, and foundation donors who generously support the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Asso-
ciation and the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens. With ever-increasing pressure on wildlife worldwide, our work has never been 
more important nor donations more critical. We applaud the dedication and patronage of our donors, members, and partners who have 
invested in one of our community’s shining assets.
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We are deeply grateful to the individual, corporate, and foundation donors who generously support the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Asso-
ciation and the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens. With ever-increasing pressure on wildlife worldwide, our work has never been 
more important nor donations more critical. We applaud the dedication and patronage of our donors, members, and partners who have 
invested in one of our community’s shining assets.
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THE LAIR
The LAIR showcas-
es more than 60 
species of amphib-
ians, invertebrates, 
and reptiles from 
around the world. 
Donors Daniel 
Suggs and Misty 
Cross provide 
crucial funding for 
LAIR operations, 
supporting the 
Zoo’s pioneering 
herpetological 
conservation 
initiatives. With the 
generous support 
of Midge Hood, the 
Zoo was able to 
begin construction 
on an invertebrate 
greenhouse for the 
LAIR. This greenhouse 
will be used to raise 
springtails, earth-
worms, fruit flies, 
beetles, crickets, 
and other inverte-
brates used as sup-
plemental food for 
LAIR inhabitants.
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ANGELA COLLIER 
GARDEN
More than $950,000 
in personal gifts, 
grants, and pledges 
were received in 
support of the An-
gela Collier Garden. 
Special thanks to: 
Raquel Chaves, the 
Corgel Family, Wen-
dy and Jeffrey Den-
ham, Rob Ellis, Greg 
and Joyce Fuss, 
Diann Kim and 
John Frank, Tony 
Kitchener, Patricia 
McKenna, Marc 
Sallus and Devora 
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Serenbetz, John 
C. Storr, Matthew 
Wilson and Kim-
berly Schroeder, 
the Capital Group, 
Ernest Prete, Jr. 
Foundation, Angela 
Collier Foundation, 
Flora L. Thornton 
Foundation, and an 
anonymous donor.
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LAIR operations, 
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greenhouse for the 
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Volunteers
Last year, the Volunteer Division 
reevaluated its programs with an 
eye toward increasing diversity and 
engagement. One outcome of this 
time of transition was the creation 
of a new Docent Specialist program. 
These docents receive comprehen-
sive training in a specific subset of 
the Zoo’s flora and fauna. The first 
class of avian specialists took flight 
in April. “The docent specialist 
program has brought new voices 
and faces to the program, providing 
a more accurate representation of 
our local community,” says Director of 
Volunteer Programs Kirin Daugharty.

SHINING STARS 
At the Zoo’s annual volunteer 
recognition brunch, 66 volunteers 
were honored for milestones 
ranging from 500 hours to 35 years 
of service! Docents Heather Evans 
and Muriel Horacek received the 
President’s Silver Star Award and 
General Volunteer Jo Ann Orgel 
received the Shining Star Award. 

AZA AWARD 
The Docent-Led Virtual Field Trip 
program won the 2021 Volunteer 
Engagement Award from the 
Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA). Originally 
designed to meet the needs of 
students stuck at home during 
the pandemic, this innovative 
program continues to expand 
the Zoo’s reach today.

volunteers by 
the numbers

396 ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS
43,829 HOURS OF SERVICE
282,110 GUEST ENCOUNTERS
81 NEW VOLUNTEERS
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Selig Legacy Society donors ensure that Los Angeles will have a vibrant zoo for 
generations to come by including the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association in their 
estate plans. Such gift s provide future support of the Zoo, making certain that our 
mission of caring for diverse animal populations and educating the public about 
wildlife and the need for conservation continues for future generations. We are 
delighted to honor this growing Society of donors.
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Selig Legacy Society

MURIEL’S RANCH

Home to Shetland 
sheep and Nigerian 
Dwarf goats, the 
contact yard at 
Muriel’s Ranch 
has always been 
a favorite destina-
tion for young Zoo 
visitors and their 
families. The Max 
H. Gluck Foun-
dation has been 
funding the Ranch 
since its opening 
in 2001, providing 
countless children 
with an interactive 
and memorable 
educational experi-
ence. While Muriel’s 
Ranch has expe-
rienced closures 
since the start of 
the pandemic, the 
care for its animal 
residents remains a 
top priority.
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Volunteers
Last year, the Volunteer Division 
reevaluated its programs with an 
eye toward increasing diversity and 
engagement. One outcome of this 
time of transition was the creation 
of a new Docent Specialist program. 
These docents receive comprehen-
sive training in a specific subset of 
the Zoo’s flora and fauna. The first 
class of avian specialists took flight 
in April. “The docent specialist 
program has brought new voices 
and faces to the program, providing 
a more accurate representation of 
our local community,” says Director of 
Volunteer Programs Kirin Daugharty.

SHINING STARS 
At the Zoo’s annual volunteer 
recognition brunch, 66 volunteers 
were honored for milestones 
ranging from 500 hours to 35 years 
of service! Docents Heather Evans 
and Muriel Horacek received the 
President’s Silver Star Award and 
General Volunteer Jo Ann Orgel 
received the Shining Star Award. 

AZA AWARD 
The Docent-Led Virtual Field Trip 
program won the 2021 Volunteer 
Engagement Award from the 
Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA). Originally 
designed to meet the needs of 
students stuck at home during 
the pandemic, this innovative 
program continues to expand 
the Zoo’s reach today.

volunteers by 
the numbers

396 ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS
43,829 HOURS OF SERVICE
282,110 GUEST ENCOUNTERS
81 NEW VOLUNTEERS
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Selig Legacy Society donors ensure that Los Angeles will have a vibrant zoo for 
generations to come by including the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association in their 
estate plans. Such gift s provide future support of the Zoo, making certain that our 
mission of caring for diverse animal populations and educating the public about 
wildlife and the need for conservation continues for future generations. We are 
delighted to honor this growing Society of donors.
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ANIMAL NAMING

Thirty-four gener-
ous donors contrib-
uted to the Animal 
Naming Program 
last year, raising 
nearly $30,000 and 
naming some of 
our beloved Zoo 
residents. Funds 
from this program 
benefit the welfare 
of the animals that 
call the Los Angeles 
Zoo home. Recent 
namings include 
Anjie, a Chacoan 
peccary named in 
loving memory of 
docent Anjie Harri-
son; Freddie, a ring-
tailed lemur named 
by Jakob Diamond; 
and Katie, a Chilean 
flamingo named by 
Noah Gallardo.
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This Annual Report listing recognizes those who contributed $5,000 or more in support of the 

Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022. Every eff ort has 

been made to ensure that the list is complete and accurate. If errors or omissions have occurred, 

please accept our sincere apologies, and call the Development Off ice at (323) 486-4253 to report 

corrections. Thank you.

Anonymous 
Bank of America Foundation
Employees Community Fund of Boeing 
 California

The Walt Disney Company
Pipkin Family Foundation
Rexford Industrial
U.S. Bank

Corporate Leaders  
Designed specifically for businesses and corporations, GLAZA’s Corporate 
Leaders share the Los Angeles Zoo’s commitment to conservation and 
education. By becoming a Corporate Leader with a gift  of $5,000 or more 
annually, these donors send a clear message about their dedication to the 
cultural vitality of Los Angeles and the preservation of wildlife across the 
globe. We are pleased to recognize the following business and corporate 
partners. Special Thanks

In-kind donations include goods; services; items used for animal 
enrichment, presentations, and administrative purposes; and more. 
These donations help mitigate Zoo costs and provide a great way to 
put extra items or skilled services to use. Special thanks to the follow-
ing donors for contributing in-kind.

John Goodwin
Malibu Coast Nursery
Wild Birds Unlimited, Woodland Hills

Media Partners

99 Cents Only Stores
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
City National Bank
First 5 LA
Hyatt Vacation Club
ICEE
Kinder Joy
LEGO
Los Angeles Federal Credit Union

New York Life, Southern California 
 General Off ice
PepsiCo
Samsung Electronics
SoCal Honda Dealers
Spin Master
U.S. Bank
WonderFold

Corporate Partners
GLAZA is grateful for the generosity of its corporate partners, sponsors, and 
promotional partners for their support of the L.A. Zoo.

Google
JCDecaux (LAX)

Lamar (Burbank Airport)
Spectrum Media Group (LAX)

join our eff orts

TO DONATE 
LEARN MORE ABOUT DONOR PROGRAMS AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

VISIT  WWW.LAZOO.ORG/JOIN-OUR-COMMUNITY/DONORS

CALL  (323) 486-4213

TO VOLUNTEER 
LEARN HOW TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY VOLUNTEERING  

VISIT  WWW.LAZOO.ORG/JOIN-OUR-COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERS
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Annual Donor Honor Roll  
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association is grateful to the following donors for their generosity to GLAZA between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022.

*Annual giving includes Safari Society donation.
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ANIMAL NAMING

Thirty-four gener-
ous donors contrib-
uted to the Animal 
Naming Program 
last year, raising 
nearly $30,000 and 
naming some of 
our beloved Zoo 
residents. Funds 
from this program 
benefit the welfare 
of the animals that 
call the Los Angeles 
Zoo home. Recent 
namings include 
Anjie, a Chacoan 
peccary named in 
loving memory of 
docent Anjie Harri-
son; Freddie, a ring-
tailed lemur named 
by Jakob Diamond; 
and Katie, a Chilean 
flamingo named by 
Noah Gallardo.
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been made to ensure that the list is complete and accurate. If errors or omissions have occurred, 

please accept our sincere apologies, and call the Development Off ice at (323) 486-4253 to report 

corrections. Thank you.
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