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The Los Angeles Zoo began Fiscal Year 2019-20 by enacting purposeful change, the kind of strategic steps forward that felt 
more like joyful sprinting toward a brighter future. Then, rather suddenly in March 2020, we were served a jarring reminder 
that life is what happens when you are busy making other plans. 

I had a clear roadmap for the Zoo’s future when I officially took the helm as the new CEO and Zoo Director on July 1, 2019. 
Being the first female African American director of an AZA-accredited zoo, I understood that I had a unique opportunity 
to serve as a role model for the younger BIPOC in our community and to rededicate the Zoo’s commitment to diversity, 
inclusion, equity, and accessibility. I knew I could help the Zoo become a world-class destination in this world-class city, but 
what good is that unless we can promise to be a resource that is welcoming to everyone? 

Also, on July 1, we welcomed Dr. Jake Owens as our new Director of Conservation, a role whose goal would be to support 
and elevate the Zoo’s conservation programs. This is the first position in the Zoo’s history dedicated solely to wildlife con-
servation—and marks the Zoo’s rededication to our core mission of saving animals from extinction.

The Zoo finished out 2019 strong, but the New Year brought rumblings of a new virus in China that would quickly spread 
around the world like wildfire. By March 13, we officially shut our gates and entered the longest closure in our history. The 
pandemic put many new initiatives on hold while staff efforts were channeled into different roles, such as serving as Disaster 
Service Workers for the City, transitioning from in-office to telecommuting jobs, and providing our community with free 
educational content to assist with at-home learning. As I look back on those months, I’m in awe of the hard work and ded-
ication of the Zoo’s employees. Not only did they unexpectedly take on these challenges, but they also helped the Zoo stay 
on track with our mission’s core goals—all while navigating the pandemic’s impact on their personal lives and loved ones. 

Throughout it all, we continued to provide the animals with exceptional daily care and lend our expertise to critical conser-
vation efforts, both locally and worldwide. We rejoiced through the hope brought by animal births, and we mourned the loss 
of beloved animals that were dear to our hearts. There were times when the days were long and challenging and our hearts 
were tired and weary. However, I’ve personally been uplifted and inspired by the employees I’m lucky enough to lead and by 
the kindness I’ve witnessed from our dedicated members and visitors as they returned to a modified guest experience. The 
Zoo community is resilient because we are passionate about the work that we do, and we will stand taller and come back even 
stronger so that we can continue the work of saving animals from extinction and being a resource to our community.

From CEO & Zoo Director

Denise M. Verret
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

& ZOO DIRECTOR

JA
M

IE
 P

H
AM

 

JA
M

IE
 P

H
AM

 

DENISE VERRET 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

& ZOO DIRECTOR

“Last year was a 
formidable foe, but 
it also ushered in 
necessary conver-
sations, actions, 

and opportunities 
for positive change. 

FOLLOW us @LAZoo on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
and TheLosAngelesZoo on 
YouTube

SHARE your memories and 
photos on Instagram, Twitter, 
and Facebook using #LAZoo
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What a first year! We began our new fiscal year with new leadership—both for the Zoo and GLAZA. Denise Verret 
became Zoo Director and CEO on July 1, 2019, the same day Tom became president of GLAZA and shortly after Beth 
was sworn in as our new board chair. Many of our ambitious plans were changed or postponed because of the pan-
demic, but your Los Angeles Zoo also saw significant accomplishments and heroism in the face of great adversity.  

We had plenty to celebrate prior to the pandemic: Zoo Lights received its highest ratings from visitors in our his-
tory, we embarked on our most challenging wildlife conservation work to date, and we welcomed Angela, our first 
baby gorilla in more than 20 years. But once COVID-19 changed our world, the Los Angeles Zoo and our wonderful 
community responded quickly and impressively, a pivot of which we should all be proud.

In the final quarter of FY2020, the people of Los Angeles revealed their generous nature with Annual Fund gifts 
to support GLAZA and care for our animals while the Zoo was closed. We budgeted for $65,000 in revenues but 
received more than $280,000. In May, the Beastly Ball went virtual—the first online gala hosted by a major zoo—and 
we netted more than $1 million, almost $100,000 more than a traditional, in-person Ball. We were also fortunate to 
receive a $1 million federal PPP loan that helped us survive the spring.

We believe we see a light at the end of this long, dark tunnel. We used the quieter time during the Zoo’s closure to 
grow our dedicated Board of Trustees and lay important groundwork for the Conservation Strategic Plan and a fea-
sibility study for the Vision Plan Campaign that will transform the Zoo. Never has the Zoo’s future seemed brighter, 
nor have we needed inspiration more. Thank you for everything you’ve done for your L.A. Zoo in the last year. Your 
passion for the Zoo inspires us, even during the darkest days!

Warmest regards,

From GLAZA President and Chair
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Copyright © 2021 Greater Los Angeles Zoo 
Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
of the whole or any part of the contents of this 
publication without written permission is prohibited.

Tom Jacobson
GLAZA PRESIDENT

Elisabeth Hunt Price
GLAZA CHAIR

TOM JACOBSON 
GLAZA PRESIDENT

“During these extraordinary 
times, I’ve been overwhelmed 
by the passion of Angelenos for 
the Los Angeles Zoo. Thank you 
for your continued support. 
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he Zoo’s biggest baby 
news was the much- 
anticipated birth of 
Western lowland gorilla, 
Angela, who made her 
entrance on January 18, 
2020. The first gorilla 

born at the Los Angeles Zoo in 
more than two decades, Angela 
is silverback Kelly’s third  
offspring, and the first for  
mom N’djia.   
 The Zoo welcomed its first 
Congo peafowl chick since 1997. 
With wild populations shrinking it 
is more crucial than ever to have 
a sustainable population in North 
American zoos to protect this 
bird from possible extinction.

B I R T H S  A N D 
H A T C H I N G S

LEFT PAGE, CLOCKWISE: The year’s notable 
births and hatchings include Western 
lowland gorilla Angela, 25 fringe-limbed 
tree frogs, a Coquerel’s sifaka, and four 
meerkats.

RIGHT PAGE, CLOCKWISE: spectacled owl 
chick (right), Masai giraffe Setchan, black 
howler monkey, and bighorn sheep.
Photos by JAMIE PHAM

HOWDY, HJ!
The newest member of our bachelor gorilla 

group, HJ (or Hasani Jr.) arrived in November 
2019, before the pandemic put most animal 
transfers on hold. After a gradual “howdy” 

process, in which the gorillas were introduced 
through protected contact, he settled into the 
habitat he now shares with Hasani and Jabari.

Photo by JAMIE PHAM

 

VIPER VIP
Another notable arrival was a trio of Palawan 
pitvipers, also known as Schultze’s pitvipers. 
The L.A. Zoo is the first AZA-accredited insti-
tution to house this striking species, which is 

declining in the wild due to severe habitat loss, 
rising sea levels, and collection for the pet trade. 

Photo by IAN RECCHIO
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T
he 2019-20 season of L.A. Zoo Lights 
was a spectacular success, breaking 
records for attendance and conces-
sions sales. New features included the 
world’s largest illuminated pop-up 
storybook, a 225-foot Twinkle Tunnel, 
and a high-tech interactive dancing 
light display.

Photos by JAMIE PHAM

TOSS THE TUSK
The Zoo hosted the inaugural event for the 
Wildlife Trafficking Alliance’s Toss the Tusk 

campaign with representatives of the AZA and 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

The event encouraged the L.A. community to 
surrender their ivory for disposal and fight to 

save elephants from wildlife trafficking. 
Photos by JAMIE PHAM

VULTURE DAY
Cacique the king vulture and Dolly the  

California condor impressed guests during 
2019’s International Vulture Awareness Day, 

an event celebrating vultures and the vital role 
they play in keeping our ecosystems healthy.

Photos by JAMIE PHAM
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T
he fi rst-ever virtual Beastly Ball featured live musical performances by Dave 
Matthews and Brian Wilson, and video messages from celebrities, sports 
stars, and other special guests. With no human guests to schmooze on-site 
at the Zoo, emcee Joel McHale snaps a selfi e with peacock Kevin.  W

hile the Zoo was 
closed to the pub-
lic, staff worked 
tirelessly to care 
for the animals and 
grounds, and to 
further our mission 

of conservation. Many transitioned 
to telecommuting, while others 
redeployed as Disaster Service 
Workers, helping the City of Los 
Angeles assist citizens in need. 
 Shortly after we shuttered 
our gates, GLAZA issued an 
urgent appeal for emergency 
support. Immediately, close 
to 2,000 donors responded to 
our campaign with generous 
contributions and words of 
encouragement. By July, more 
than $280,000 was raised for 
the emergency fund, making 
this the most successful 
annual fund campaign in 
GLAZA’s history. 

B R I N G I N G  T H E 
Z O O  T O  Y O U

Throughout the closure, the Learning and Engagement 
and Marketing teams found new ways to connect 
with the community, from virtual school fi eld trips 
to a slew of social media content, livestreamed 
draw-alongs, educational videos, and more.
Photos by JAMIE PHAM; LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT TEAM JA
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F
unding from the L.A. Zoo supports 
Global Conservation Force’s equine 
anti-poaching units (APUs) in South 
Africa. APUs are a frontline tool in 

the eff ort to protect rhinos, elephants, 
giraff es, and other species from the 
ever-present threat of poachers. 

“The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens 
has been an important partner in our conser-
vation eff orts from the very start, by allowing 
us to bring out Roxane Losey (an L.A. Zoo 
animal keeper and the GCF Mounted Anti-
Poaching Units Coordinator) for multiple fi eld 
deployments—and by aiding in the funding 
of the project. Simply put, we could not have 
achieved and sustained this important wildlife 
protection unit without the backing of the L.A. 
Zoo. We are thankful to have received this sup-
port even during this year’s tumultuous fi nan-
cial climate, which aided in the purchase of a 
quad bike that will help further the mounted 
patrol’s coverage and daily duties.”

MIKE VEALE, PRESIDENT, GLOBAL 
CONSERVATION FORCE

GLOBAL 
CONSERVATION FORCE

CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHT

CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHT
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At the L.A. Zoo, we believe our responsibility toward wildlife conservation extends beyond safeguarding the animals in our care. That’s 
why we actively participate in the preservation of some of the world’s most critically endangered species and their habitats. These and 
other remarkable success stories epitomize the L.A. Zoo’s commitment to conservation and provide reason to hope that other critically 
endangered animals can be saved from the brink of extinction.

C O M M I T M E N T  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N
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$801,387
CONSERVATION SPENDING

A  G L O B A L  I M P A C T 
Conservation is a cornerstone of our mission. Endangered 
species on five continents are benefiting from conservation 
grants or field assistance provided by the Los Angeles Zoo 
in Fiscal Year 2019–20. The programs we support engage 
in a variety of conservation activities, including studying 
wild populations, creating sustainable breeding programs, 
reducing habitat destruction, and educating people about 
the challenges faced by imperiled species. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE PROJECTS, VISIT 
WWW.LAZOO.ORG/SAVE-WILDLIFE

CONSERVATION GRANTS

37 COUNTRIES
31 PROJECTS

FIELD CONSERVATION 

7 COUNTRIES
9 PROJECTS

BLUE-THROATED MACAW 
NEST ADOPTION

ONE PLANET
(GIANT OTTER CONSERVATION)

RED UAKARI MONKEY 
PROJECT

MOUNTAIN TAPIR 
CONSERVATION 

CORRIDOR

THE PEREGRINE FUND 
(HARPY EAGLE CONSERVATION)

PASO PACIFICO
(JAGUAR CONSERVATION)

SAN DIEGO NATURAL 
HISTORY MUSEUM

(RARE PLANT CONSERVATION)

MOUNTAIN YELLOW-LEGGED 
FROG RECOVERY

CALIFORNIA CONDOR 
RECOVERY PROGRAM

PENINSULAR PRONGHORN 
RECOVERY PROJECT

VETERINARIAN ADVANCED 
FIELD STUDIES FUND

(MOUNTAIN TAPIR)

ORNATO ADVANCED FIELD 
STUDIES GRANT

(NAI CONSERVATION)

DUTTENHAVER 
CONSERVATION FIELD 

STUDY
 (POLLINATORS)

ORNATO ADVANCED FIELD 
STUDIES GRANT

(LIMBE WILDLIFE CENTER)

UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA 
DE NUEVO LEON

(ABRONIA LIZARD PROJECT)

BIOKO BIODIVERSITY 
PROTECTION PROGRAM

LIMBE WILDLIFE CENTER

PANDRILLUS FOUNDATION
(DRILL REHABILITATION AND 

BREEDING CENTER)

PAN AFRICAN 
SANCTUARY ALLIANCE

(PRIMATES)

GORILLA REHABILITATION 
AND CONSERVATION 

EDUCATION 
(GRACE)

AFRICAN VULTURES SAFE 
ACTION PLAN

PAINTED DOG 
RESEARCH TRUST

GLOBAL CONSERVATION 
FORCE 

(AMAKHALA EQUINE PROJECT)

SAOLA WORKING 
GROUP

TURTLE SURVIVAL 
ALLIANCE FOUNDATION

WILDLIFE TRUST OF INDIA
(INDIAN GHARIAL) 

SAIGA CONSERVATION 
ALLIANCE

PHILIPPINES BIODIVERSITY 
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

CIKANANGA 
CONSERVATION BREEDING 

CENTER 

KOMODO SURVIVAL 
PROGRAM

AUSTRALIAN WILDFIRE 
RELIEF

(FUNDRAISING) 

ORANGUTAN 
CONSERVANCY

PROYECTO TAGUA 
(CHACOAN PECCARY CONSERVATION)

BIODIVERSITY 
& ELEPHANT 

CONSERVATION TRUST

WILD EARTH ALLIES
(ASIAN ELEPHANT)

HAWK MOUNTAIN 
SANCTUARY ASSOCIATION 
(EGYPTIAN VULTURE CONSERVATION)

MADRAS CROCODILE 
BANK TRUST 

(GHARIAL ECOLOGY PROJECT)

ORNATO ADVANCED FIELD 
STUDIES GRANT
(TALARAK FOUNDATION)

ORNATO ADVANCED FIELD 
STUDIES GRANT

(VULPRO)

WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING 
ALLIANCE

(GLOBAL INITIATIVE)

AZA CONSERVATION 
ENDOWMENT FUND

(GLOBAL INITIATIVE)
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n CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHT

G
RACE’s mission is to provide rehabilitative care for rescued Grauer’s 
gorillas and to work alongside communities in eastern Democratic  
Republic of the Congo (DRC) to promote appreciation and conservation 
of wild gorillas and their habitat. 

 
“Since 2014, we have benefited from the L.A. Zoo’s long-term commitment to 
supporting GRACE’s goals. This commitment has positively impacted the lives 
of the rescued gorillas at GRACE as well as the staff who provide daily care and 
monitoring. L.A. Zoo has gone beyond just supplying financial support—they 
also provide staff expertise in animal care to ensure the orphaned gorillas at 
GRACE have the best chance possible of developing the survival skills they need 
to one day return to the wild. 

L.A. Zoo’s Director of Animal Programs Beth Schaefer and members of her 
team have advised on everything from caring for sick gorillas to managing social 
dynamics of the GRACE gorillas as they mature, to helping develop the best type 
of tracking device for post-reintroduction monitoring. This collaboration is made 
possible by Beth’s ability to build strong and trusting relationships with members 
of the GRACE team, so that both the GRACE team in DRC and our advisors in the 
U.S. can learn from each other and become advocates for gorilla conservation.

The L.A. Zoo’s support for GRACE was amplified in 2020 when Denise  
Verret became the first L.A. Zoo CEO and Zoo Director to serve on GRACE’s 
board. Denise’s passion for conservation; community engagement; and  
racial, social and environmental justice have already added depth to GRACE’s  
overarching strategy for conservation and community impact.

Our partnership with L.A. Zoo has been fundamental to GRACE’s success. We 
are grateful not only for the generous financial support of our mission, but also 
for the hands-on practical advice from advisors in gorilla care and conservation, 
as well as the wisdom and energy L.A. Zoo has brought to our board.”

TOMMI WOLFE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, GRACE

GORILLA REHABILITATION AND 
CONSERVATION EDUCATION (GRACE)

PANDRILLUS FOUNDATION CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHT

T
he fiscal year started with good news for California 
condors.  AB 711 went into effect on July 1, 2019, ban-
ning the use of lead ammunition throughout the state. 

Our Condor Team expanded its success with  
double-brooding these critically endangered birds. 
This approach allows adult birds to raise two chicks 
at once, thus doubling the number of parent-reared 

birds. Each of our parent pairs raised two chicks last year—a 
first for any condor breeding program. Four of these chicks 
have been released to the wild; the other two will remain at 
the Zoo to take part in future breeding.

CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHT

CIKANANGA CONSERVATION 
BREEDING CENTER
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Condor Kudos

T
he drill has been ranked by the IUCN as the highest priority among all African  
primates for conservation action. The L.A. Zoo no longer houses this species 
(a close relative of the more brightly colored mandrill) but has long provided 
financial support to its conservation through the Pandrillus Foundation and its 

rehabilitation and breeding center, Drill Ranch in Nigeria. 
 

“For over 20 years, the Los Angeles Zoo has been a loyal conservation partner for our 
small NGO, Pandrillus. Our work focuses on the drill monkey, an endangered species 
found only in this small, unique corner of African forest biodiversity. The L.A. Zoo has a 
long history with drills, and the Zoo’s Director of Research Dr. Cathleen Cox was the AZA 
Species Coordinator for the American drill population. This direct link in endangered  
species management has been a source of learning for us in the field and served to 
embed our work with the international captive drill community. 

Drill Ranch rescues orphaned drills whose mothers were shot by poachers. The goal 
is to raise these animals in natural-demographic social groups, allow them to breed, and 
release groups back to the wild. One group has been successfully released to the wild 
and more releases are planned. The project also takes in orphan chimpanzees and  
maintains 28 in a forested enclosure.”

LIZA GADSBY
CO-FOUNDER, PANDRILLUS FOUNDATION

T
he Cikananga Conservation Breeding Center (CCBC) is dedicated to the conservation 
of endangered and critically endangered species endemic to Indonesia. Two species 
at the heart of its efforts are the black-winged starling and the Javan warty pig. 
Grants from the L.A. Zoo have contributed to facility and husbandry improvement, 

work force training, and reintroduction to the wild.
 

“The Los Angeles Zoo has been pivotal in the progress of CCBC, sponsoring the centre since 
its inception, primarily focusing on helping develop conservation programs for the black-winged 
starling and Javan warty pig. This support has enabled CCBC to provide high standards of 
care and facilities for both species … It is not just about having species in captivity, though; 
with large local populations comes the flexibility to engage with in-situ conservation. Both 
these species have been involved in reintroduction programs and plans continue to be made 
for the years to come.”  

BERTIE FERNS
CONSERVATION BREEDING MANAGER, CIKANANGA CONSERVATION BREEDING CENTRE 
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D
irector of Animal Programs  
Beth Schaefer and Director of 
Conservation Dr. Jake Owens 
attended the 2019 meeting of the 
IUCN Species Survival Commission 
Asian Elephant Specialist Group in 
Malaysia. Owens says, “This was 

the perfect opportunity to discuss the  
expanding conservation program at the 
L.A. Zoo with members of the broader  
conservation community and determine 
how we could most effectively help save 
Asian elephants from extinction.”

 FIELD STUDY   

T
his 2019 Duttenhaver Animal Conservation Field Study 
team traveled with Earthwatch to Costa Rica to assist 
scientists studying pollinators. Funded annually by donor 
Linda Duttenhaver, the program aims to inspire the next 

generation of conservation biologists by giving them a hands-
on opportunity in the field.

Grants from the Ornato Advanced Field Studies Fund (funded by 
donor Dominic J. Ornato) enabled four staff members to pursue 
field work during the last fiscal year: Animal Keeper Kristen 
Marshall assisted with African gray parrot rescue and rehabilita-
tion at the Limbe Wildlife Center in Cameroon; Mallory Peebles 
traveled to the Philippines to work with Visayan warty pigs with 
Talarak Foundation; Katie Vincent spent a month at VulPro, a 
vulture rehabilitation and education center in South Africa; and 
Learning and Engagement’s Anna Becker helped develop tapir 
education programs for Nai Conservation in Costa Rica.

C
urator of Reptiles and Amphibians Ian Recchio was 
a featured speaker and roundtable panelist at the 
2019 Australian Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
TAGs (Taxon Advisory Groups) and International 
Large Varanid Workshop. (The Varanid family in-
cludes Komodo dragons and other monitor lizards.)  
After the conference, Recchio joined field biologists 

who are tracking and studying Australia’s largest lizard, the 
perentie—a species in residence at the Zoo. 

AWARD WINNER

In August 2019, 
Animal Keeper 
Mike Bona received 
the American 
Association of Zoo 
Keepers’ Nico Van 
Strien Leadership 
in Conservation 
Award for his ded-
ication to giraffe 
conservation. 
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CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHT

ZOO STUDY

A study involving 
the Zoo’s chimpan-
zee troop revealed 
that yawning is 
contagious in 
chimps, just as it 
is in people. The 
findings were pub-
lished in the journal 
Scientific Reports. 

CONSERVATION
SPOTLIGHT

L
imbe Wildlife Centre (LWC) is the only facility in Cameroon that provides rescue, reha-
bilitation, and release of African gray parrots. The goal is to return parrots confiscated 
from wildlife traffickers or otherwise in need of rehabilitation to their natural habitat as 
quickly as possible. 

 
“The L.A. Zoo started sponsoring our Education Department to support our constant efforts 
to bring a positive change …  Our greatest satisfaction remains with children: we love to 
spread knowledge, in schools and in our Saturday Nature Club, and be challenged by them! 
Each year, the number of children who take part in our program increases: in 2019–20, 
more than 1,500 children received weekly classes from our Education team and 400  
children participated in our Nature Club.

Thanks to additional support provided by the L.A. Zoo, the LWC has become the leading 
national rescue and rehabilitation centre for endangered African gray parrots. We designed 
and implemented a standard high-quality soft-release methodology that we hope to later 
replicate on a national scale. As of 2020, we’ve successfully released 125 African gray  
parrots into protected areas.”

PEGGY MOTSCH
MANAGER, LIMBE WILDLIFE CENTER 

LIMBE WILDLIFE CENTER
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Saving Species FOR THE BIRDS
Condor Keeper, 
Chandra David 
attended the 2019 
European Vulture 
Conference in 
Portugal, a four-day 
event bringing 
together vulture ex-
perts from around 
the world.
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T
he Los Angeles Zoo has been involved in the care and conservation of Chacoan 
peccaries since 2001, including developing an extremely successful breeding 
program. Through the Chacoan Peccary Species Survival Plan (SSP), the Zoo 
provides ongoing financial support to the Chaco Center for the Conservation 

and Research’s Proyecto Tagua, the only conservation project in existence for this 
endangered species. 

“Simply put, the Chacoan Peccary SSP Conservation Management program in the  
Chaco of Paraguay is one of the most cost-efficient and inexpensive efforts for any 
species worldwide. The future of the species rests with conservation management both 
in-situ and ex-situ. The project is completely funded by donor support … The annual 
contribution of the Los Angeles Zoo has allowed, for multiple years, our efforts to re-
main in place. Without your support, the project would not be able to accomplish what 
it has. We are proud to have you as a conservation partner.”

DENNIS A. MERITT JR., PHD
SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW, PROYECTO TAGUA
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he Medical Advisory Board (MAB), composed of 
members of the medical community who consult  
on special cases at the Los Angeles Zoo, was  
relaunched in Fall 2019. This support is critical to 
improved patient outcomes as it leverages the  
varied professional expertise of its members across 
a wide range of specialties. In the last year, the  

MAB assisted in more than 60 exams and procedures on  
a variety of species.  
 The revitalization of the MAB comes at a critical time,  
as the coronavirus pandemic has brought even greater ur-
gency to the importance of collaboration among scientific 
communities. “The relationship between human and animal 
health has never been so obvious, and the need to work to-
gether across disciplines has never been so vital,” says  
Dr. Dominique Keller, Director of Animal Health & Wellness.  
 Today, the MAB boasts an impressive roster of 61 medical 
professionals. We are grateful to these extraordinary indi-
viduals for lending their time and talents to the Zoo. 

I T  T A K E S  A 
V I L L A G E

MAB member Dr. Jenna Winer performs a 
dental procedure on Atlantic harbor seal 

Mysti. Winer is a specialist in animal 
dentistry and oral surgery.  

Photo by DR. DOMINIQUE KELLER 

I
n the midst of the pandemic, we received an outpour-
ing of support from our community—messages of care 
and concern that touched our hearts and uplifted our 
spirits. One such message came from GLAZA member 
Sydney Lopez, who wrote of her brother Jesse’s deep 
love of the Zoo and his passion for creating art inspired 
by our animal residents. Sydney’s words and Jesse’s 

artwork echo the emotions of so many of our members and 
supporters, for whom the Zoo is more than a place to visit; 
it’s woven into the fabric of their lives. We thank you all for 
your support—and for remaining part of our Zoo family. 

A Member’s Message
Dear L.A. Zoo Keepers and Staff,

My name is Sydney Lopez, and I’m writing to you on 
behalf of my autistic brother Jesse Lopez.

Since I can remember, he and my mom have always 
found a way to go to the Zoo once or twice a year to 
see all the animals, but mainly the elephants. Once he 
graduated high school, it was game on for him and they 
got a family membership so he could see them anytime. 
It was planned dates, hours of walking, and DAYS of 
drawing and making clay elephants until the next visit.

Sadly, our mom lost her battle with asthma about two 
years ago, and as no one recovers from the loss of a 
family member, let alone a mother, for someone with 
autism, they never truly understand and don’t always 
recover well. That’s where you come in—your Zoo keeps 
him going. We kept the routine alive because of you, 
and that has helped him stay whole as he manages his 
grieving in his way, and I want to thank you for that.

Attached is a picture of two elephants he drew, a moth-
er and son, standing side by side. I know COVID has 
been hard on your organization, and times are tough 
for everyone, but please stay strong. Please support 
each other and know that there is hope at the end of 
the tunnel—because at the end of that tunnel will be so 
many happy kids and my brother smiling and waving 
as you open your gates.

Sincerely,

Jesse and Sydney Lopez

203 
WELLNESS EXAMS

1,068 

FECALS  
1,209 

BLOOD TESTS 
431 

VACCINATIONS

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE AT THE ZOO 
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REVENUE $

General fund   1,506,740

Zoo enterprise trust fund 5,929,751 

Admissions receipts  9,528,255

Nighttime ticketed events* 1,517,677

GLAZA marketing refund  -

Concessions* 1,748,556

Membership dues* 1,133,846

Other receipts 2,259,362

TOTAL REVENUE 23,624,187

* Transfers from GLAZA

EXPENDITURES BY PROGRAM $

Animal care, wellness & conservation 11,339,610

Facility maintenance & operations 7,559,740

Learning & engagement 1,653,693

Public relations 236,242

Administration 2,834,902

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 23,624,187

REVENUE, SUPPORT, & RETURNS $

Membership dues   4,171,448

Contributions and grants  4,617,681

Special events, net  938,437

Concessions commissions and site rentals  2,478,755

Exhibitions and ticketed events  4,552,551

Net investment return  745,164

Net unrealized loss on beneficial interest in perpetual trusts  (6,641)

Other revenue  47,365 

Net assets released from restrictions -

TOTAL REVENUE, SUPPORT, & RETURNS   17,544,760   

EXPENSES $

Program services   15,754,923

Supporting services 

 General and administrative  1,912,022

 Fundraising  1,423,038 

Total supporting services   3,335,060 

TOTAL EXPENSES    19,089,983   

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  (1,545,223) 

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR  38,070,826  

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  36,525,603 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ZOO  

GREATER LOS ANGELES 
ZOO ASSOCIATION

A complete set of financial statements audited by SingerLewak LLP, in which an unqualified 
opinion is rendered, is available at www.lazoo.org/about/glaza. 

It is the policy of the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association that a portion of gifts and/or income 
therefrom is used to defray the costs of raising and administering the funds.

83% PROGRAM SERVICES

9% GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE

7% FUNDRAISING

26% CONTRIBUTIONS & GRANTS 

24% MEMBERSHIP DUES

5% SPECIAL EVENTS
14% CONCESSIONS COMMISSIONS AND SITE RENTALS

26% EXHIBITIONS AND TICKETED EVENTS

4% NET INVESTMENT RETURN

<1% OTHER

Statement of Activities for the year ended June 30, 2020Statement of Activities for the year ended June 30, 2020 26% 

24% 

26% 14% 

5% 

4% 

<1%

SUPPORT &
REVENUE

EXPENSES

9% 

7% 

83% 

32% FACILITY MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS

7% LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT
12% ADMINISTRATION

48% ANIMAL CARE, WELLNESS & CONSERVATION 

1% PUBLIC RELATIONS

48% 

32% 

12% 

7% 

1%

EXPENDITURES 
BY PROGRAM

Includes all nighttime ticketed event attendance

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,300,000

1,400,000

1,500,000

1,600,000

1,700,000

1,800,000

1,900,000

1,100,000

2018-19

1,803,699 

2015-16 2016-17 2019-20*2017-18

1,784,786
1,743,795

1,191,773

1,802,387

*Zoo closed to the public 3/13/20 through 6/30/20 due to COVID-19 pandemic

ATTENDANCE HISTORY
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CUMULATIVE GIVING 
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association proudly recognizes the following individuals, corporations, and foundations who have 
contributed cumulative gifts of $25,000 and above from January 1, 1985, to June 30, 2020. These generous gifts include cash, 
grants, bequests, and/or securities. They represent the highest level of philanthropy and commitment to GLAZA and the Zoo. 
These donors enable us to build state-of-the-art animal exhibits, support critical species conservation programs at the Zoo and 
around the globe, provide funds for innovative animal health care and education programs, and secure the future of the Zoo by 
building a strong endowment. We celebrate and thank these generous benefactors.

$5,000,000 AND ABOVE
Fritz B. Burns Foundation
The Jeanette L. Vachon Trust

$2,000,000 – $4,999,999
The Ahmanson Foundation
Angela Collier Foundation
Suzanne Gottlieb
Estate of Dolly Green
Betty White Ludden
The Ralph M. Parsons  
 Foundation
PepsiCo
Estate of Michael Wayne Thomas
Wasserman Foundation
Weingart Foundation
The Winnick Family Foundation

$1,000,000 – $1,999,999
Bank of America Foundation
California Department of Fish  
 and Game
The Capital Group Companies  
 Charitable Foundation
Max H. Gluck Foundation
Estate of Rose and George   
 Lamont
Milken Family Foundation
Ann Moss
Jerry Moss
Patricia and Stanley Silver

Estate of Laura Tyler
Wells Fargo Foundation
Luanne C. Wells
Witherbee Foundation

$500,000 – $999,999
ARCO Foundation
Estate of Janice L. Crawford
Ruth & Prince Davis Fund of 
 California Community 
 Foundation
The Walt Disney Company
Duttenhaver Fund
The Georgina Fredrick Children’s 
  Foundation
Don and Lorraine Freeberg  
 Foundation
W. M. Keck Foundation
MacDonald Family Foundation
NBCUniversal
The Kenneth T. and Eileen L.  
 Norris Foundation
Helen C. Pekny
Elisabeth Hunt Price
Ted Samuels and Lori Winters 
 Samuels
Estate of Roslyn Schrank
The Shultz Family
Skirball Foundation
Estate of Mimi B. Swart
Estate of Walter and Betty Tauer

Flora L. Thornton Foundation
Jennifer Thornton Wieland
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Estate of Margaret Wathen
Myra Wildhorn and Lori and  
 Saul Brant

$250,000 – $499,999
Mr. Peter Arkley and Ms. Cathy  
 Arkley
Erika Aronson and Adam Stern
Associated Foundations Inc.
Johnny Carson Foundation
Esther S. M. Chao
The Corgel Family
Jack and Barbara Dawson
Estate of Alice F. Deems
Brian and Arpita Diamond
Estate of Betty P. Dietrich
Joseph Drown Foundation
Carlton D. Dudley and Anne  
 Dudley-Doucet
The Federico Family Trust
Keri Gillespie
Henry L. Guenther Foundation
William Randolph Hearst  
 Foundation
Alan and Cindy Horn
Cassidy Horn
ICEE-USA
Diann H. Kim and John B. Frank

Patricia Kulha
Phyllis Kupferstein and Don  
 Farkas
Ludwick Family Foundation
Tom Mankiewicz
John F. Marshall
Estate of Mathilda Nelson
Nestle USA, Inc.
Estate of Herman A.  
 Niederwierfer
Dominic J. Ornato
Neil Papiano and Sharon Thralls
Joan A. Payden
Ernest Prete, Jr. Foundation
Ralston Purina Company
Robert and Ann Ronus
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Seidel
Service Systems Associates
Estate of Jeanne Sprague
Marc and Eva Stern Foundation
The Stringer Foundation
Madeline and Elliott Taft
Times Mirror Foundation
Mary and Bill Urquhart
Tim and Linda Washburn

$100,000 – $249,999
99 Cents Only Stores
Allegheny Teledyne Inc.
Amerman Family Foundation
Estate of Howard J. Amsterdam

do
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r 
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on Anonymous (x3)

Aon Construction Services  
 Group, Peter Arkley and  
 Leslie Curry O’Gorman
Estate of Marjorie Aquilino
Margot and Mark Armbruster
The Autry Foundation
BCM Foundation
Beam Foundation
Robert M. & Marjie A. Bennett  
 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Biard
William Bisset and Donna  
 Zenor
Charles X Block, Tamaqua  
 Foundation
W. William Boede
The Boeing Company
Employees Community Fund  
 of Boeing California
Deborah and Gabriel Brener
Russell Brown
California Resources  
 Corporation
Mohan and Geeta  
 Chandramohan
Patricia and Stephen Chazen
Daimler Chrysler Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Larry P.  
 Clemmensen
Tippy Stringer Conrad
Camron Cooper
Nancy and Patrick Dennis
Estate of Chester F. Dolley
DreamWorks Animation SKG
Estate of L. Eugene Dudley
Eastman Kodak Company
Edison International
Ernst & Young LLP
Estate of Charlotte Fairchild
Farmers Insurance Group of  
 Companies

The Ferrell-Paulin Family  
 Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Fisher
Nick and Kathy Franklin
Fuji Photo Film U.S.A., Inc.
Estate of Jerry and Jeanine  
 Goldberg
Estate of Alice M. Gorschalki
GTE Foundation
June Irene Chiltern Healey  
 Foundation
Anita Hirsh
The Stanley and Anita Hirsh  
 Trust, in honor of Brian  
 Diamond
Home Savings of America
Muriel Horacek
Saul Hudson
Estate of Lillian L. Hutchison
Estate of Helen Louise Jackson
Angela Janklow
Carl W. Johnson Foundation
The Carl Jud Foundation
Gary and Linda Kaplan
Marilyn and Jeffrey  
 Katzenberg
Kissick Family Foundation
Sandra Krause and William  
 Fitzgerald
KVEA-TV, News Director
L.A. Arena Company, LLC
Estate of Carolyne T. Lacy
The Thomas and Dorothy  
 Leavey Foundation
Rich Lichtenstein and Melanie  
 Cotton
Estate of Richard Lieboff
Alan G. and Helen Lowy
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce V.  
 Malkenhorst
Marsh U.S.A. Risk and  
 Insurance Services

Margot Marsh Biodiversity  
 Foundation
Anthony and Susan  
 Mazzarella
Kathy Nelson
Northrop Grumman  
 Corporation
Frank J. Ofsanko
Gail and Gerald Oppenheimer
Erika O. Owens
Pacific Enterprises
Pipkin Family Foundation
Lynda and Stewart Resnick
Robinsons-May
The Rose Hills Foundation
Ray Rowe Trusts for  
 Animals
Ron and Pat Silverman
Tom and Maggie Simms
Shelby Jean and Sheldon  
 Sloan
Richard and Jessica Sneider
Estate of Margaret J. Steele
Robert and Ann Stevens
The Stone Family Fund
Laurie and George Stoneman
Velma J. Thomas
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
Twentieth Century Fox  
 Television
Estate of Alice C. Tyler
Estate of Dorothy Tyrrell
Union Bank Foundation
Ellen Vahan
I.N. and Susanna H. Van Nuys  
 Foundation
Verizon
Bobbie Wenger
L.K. Whittier Foundation
Robert and Marion Wilson
Analee and Boris  
 Yorkshire

$50,000 – $99,999
AEG
The Ahmanson Foundation –  
 Mr. William H. Ahmanson
Robert E. Alschuler
American List Council, Inc.
Anonymous (x3)
Joanne and Eric Ashton
Allen and Kay Autry
Avery and Andrew Barth
Baume & Mercier
Dr. David and Mrs. Gloria  
 Bernstein
Joni Berry
Marilyn Mayer Bersch
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Binder
Steve Bing
Steven and Karen Bristing
Kelly Brock-Jennings and Greg  
 Jennings
Estate of Mary Catherine Bruce
Alexis and Todd Buese 
California Magazine
Muriel Cameron Living Trust
Gloria Carlson
Mark Cerami and Jenean Razo
Dr. William and Mrs. Patricia  
 Chin
Classic Party Rentals
David and Susan Cole
Michael J. Connell Foundation
Roy and Patricia Disney Family  
 Foundation
EarthShare California
Joyce Eisenberg-Keefer and  
 Mel Keefer
Mr. and Mrs. James Ellis
Heather A. Evans
Edward and Gail Filosa
Jerrold and Susan Fine
Dolores Fitchman and Letty  
 Thornton

Estate of Marilyn Freytag
Joshua and Beth Friedman
Greg and Joyce Fuss
Dr. Hilary Garland and Mr. Neil  
 McLean
J. Paul Getty Trust
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W.  
 Hamblin
Armand Hammer Foundation
Nancy and Michael Harahan
The Bobken Hartunian Family
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Herbert
George Hoag Family Foundation
Estate of Sylvia Hoffman
Midge Hood
Mark Hughes Foundation
IBM Corporation
IKEA – Burbank
The James Irvine Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Larry G. Ivanjack
Ellen and Ron Jacobs
Kandis and Jonathan Jaffrey
Mrs. Gerald Jennings
Elton John Charitable Fund
Fletcher Jones Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
Juanita Kempe
Jena and Michael King  
 Foundation
Kraft Foods, Inc.
Estate of Herb Lafair
The Landau Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Levitin
Bill and Edy Loorz
Los Angeles Veterinary  
 Specialists
Irene and Alan Lund
Joseph P. Lyons
Merle and Ronald Mardigian
Estate of Jack and Juanita  
 McBride

McDonnell-Douglas West
Bob McMillan
Mr. Everett F. Meyer
Microsoft Corporation
Mill River Foundation
Michael and Miriam Miller  
 Family Foundation
Estate of Frederick H. Moll
Estate of Susan Moncla
Diane Montgomery
Estate of Rosemary C. Moore
Doris and Greg Morton
Charles Stewart Mott  
 Foundation
Estate of the Muller Family
OneWest Foundation
Paramount Pictures
Do’bee Pecora
Mr. and Mrs. Kristoffer  
 Popovich
Estate of Hope Purdy
Joann Ratia
Susan F. Rice
Belinda and Richard Robins
Estate of Shirley H. Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Rubin
Robert N. Ruth
S&P Global
Dr. Cheryl and Haim Saban
Schultz & Williams
The Seaver Institute
Security Pacific Foundation
See’s Candies, Inc.
John and Linda Seiter
Robert and Kimberly 
 Shepherd
C.A. and Sherry Sheppard
Jay and Jenny Sonbolian
Karen and William Sonneborn
Sony Pictures Entertainment
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Marian Stocking

W
e are deeply  

grateful to 

the individual, 

corporate, and 

foundation  

donors who generously 

support the Greater Los 

Angeles Zoo Association 

and the Los Angeles Zoo 

and Botanical Gardens. 

With ever-increasing  

pressure on wildlife 

worldwide, our work has 

never been more impor- 

tant nor donations more 

critical. We applaud the 

dedication and patronage 

of our donors, members, 

and partners who have in-

vested in one of our com-

munity’s shining assets.
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Selig Legacy Society donors ensure that Los Angeles will have a vibrant zoo for 
generations to come by including the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association in their 
estate plans. Such gifts provide future support of the Zoo, making certain that our 
mission of caring for diverse animal populations and educating the public about 
wildlife and the need for conservation continues for future generations. We are 
delighted to honor this growing Society of donors.

Karen and Tom Ackland
Dillu Ann Ashby
Allen and Kay Autry
Margye S. Baumgardner
Ann S. Bergman
Jenifer Bode
Mr. W. William Boede
Dr. Elise Brisco
Esther S. M. Chao
Jan Collier
Joan Crishal
Douglas Curtin
Carolyn J. Davis
Jack and Barbara Dawson
Donna and Michael Dee
Heather A. Evans
Gerald and Barbara Farber
Richard and Eileen Garson
Dr. Stanley and Mrs. Linda  
 Gorman
Mary Harkness
Dr. Lorraine Hartik
Sharon Henderson
Mary Ann and Herbert  
 Henley
Alice Holzman and Charles  
 Briggs
Midge and Richard Hood
Michelle and Alice  
 Hulac-Morentin

James and Penny Hunter
Tom Jacobson and Ramone  
 Muñoz
Peter Jones
Dr. Paul Kasmirov, M.D.
The Kazimiroff Family
Juanita Kempe
Kirstin Lane
Jeffrey and Mona Leites  
 Endowment Foundation
Betty White Ludden
Diane Mall
Joanie Marx
Michael Menichetti
Jeanne Miller
Philip and Penny Moynihan
Marion O’Dare
Lee and Erika Owens
Do’bee Pecora
Melinda and Tom Peters
Stacey L. Poston and  
 Annemarie G. Pace
Susan Pressman
Basia A. Priga
Laura Rappaport, Ph.D.
Dick and Joann Ratia
Joyce L. Renge
Susan Rogowski
Harvey Michael Shapiro
Ron and Pat Silverman

Susan E. Smith
Floyd and Mary Stauffer
Edd and Carole Stepp
Denise Stevens and Quentin  
 Panek
Madeline and Elliott Taft
Dolores Fitchman and Letty  
 Thornton
Lynn Toler
Tim and Linda Washburn
Vicki Wasserman
Bobbie and Phil Wenger
Ann Marie and Jack Wilder
Mary E. Williams
Pam Wright
Dennis-Duke and Cheryl  
 Yamashita
Stephen and Patrice J.  
 Zamenhof

Doug and Lynn (Peterson)  
 Price
Rosalind and Spencer Pritikin
Proprietary Media, Inc.
Protective Life Corporation
David and Gillian Quinto
Rexford Industrial
Rich Charitable Foundation
Mary L. Ricks and Catherine  
 Blagden
RLR Advertising
Edward N. & Carol Scott  
 Robinson
Rodney and Holly Robinson  
 Peete
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Roski, Jr.
Stan Rothbart
Sue Royalty
Ryland Mortgage Company
Sacks Family Foundation
Marc L. Sallus and Dr. Devora S.  
 Cohen
David and Laurie Scher
Mr. Daniel Schreiner and Mr. A. J.  
 Galloway
David Schwartzman/DS Ventures
Donald and Susan Schwarz
Kashif F. and Theresa Sheikh
William, Ginger, Eloise, and Myer
Rajath Shourie and Moira Mayer
The Lucille Ellis Simon  
 Foundation
Betty L. Sinkys
Norma Smallbone
Susan and Eric Smidt
Jessica Cullen Smith
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
Thomas and Robin Smith
Kit and Roger Snoble
The Snyder Family
Charlene and Burton Sperber
Glen and Cindy Stahmer
Charles and Ellen Steinmetz

Edd and Carole Stepp
James M. Stewart
Dwight Stuart Youth Foundation
Ruth Margaret Stueve – The EHE  
 Family Foundation
The Stutz Family
Dorothy Grannis Sullivan  
 Foundation
Takehiko Suzuki and Deborah  
 May
In Memory of Donald R.  
 Swabb, Sr.
SYSCO Food Services of  
 Los Angeles, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Tamkin
Estate of Louise A. Tarble
Teamsters Local 986
Lynn and Gerald Toler
Mr. Donald V. Trasatti
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Travis
TRW Foundation
Sue Tsao
TV Land
U.S. Bank Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Varner
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Vernon
Brian Vidor
Vroman’s Bookstore
Vulcan Materials Company
Jill and Michael Wachbrit
Wallis Foundation
Dr. Jim and Mrs. Mitzi Walters
Murray Ward
Dwight and Grace Warren
Ralph J. Weiler Foundation
Renee Weitzer
Mr. Frank Whiting
Ann Marie and Jack Wilder
Mrs. Sydell Winer
Witt/Thomas Productions

Estate of John V. and Ethel  
 A. Stoll
Daniel Suggs and Misty Cross
Jonathan Thomas and Ann  
 Hollister
Polly Turpin
Doug Upshaw
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Walden
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Waller
Peter W. Wardle
Watt Industries, Inc.
Ms. Nadine Watt
Judy and David Wilson
Patrice J. Zamenhof

$25,000 – $49,999
204 Events
21st Century Fox America, Inc.
Katie McGrath & J. J. Abrams  
 Family Foundation
Jean Aigner
Jonathan and Ilmir  
 Alder – Jonathan’s Travels
Sheila M. Allen
Alliant Construction Services  
 Group, Leslie Curry  
 O’Gorman
Sharon Altman
Amgen Foundation, Inc.
Arthur Andersen LLP
Adrianna and Brent Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Anhalt, Jr.
Anonymous (x4)
Dillu Ann Ashby
Mr. and Mrs. Marlow S. Baar
Donald & Caroline Baker
William C. Bannerman  
 Foundation
Estate of John Terry Bell
J. Bernard and Susan Blake
Harvey and Harriet Bookstein
Nancy Fairchild and Greg J.  
 Boreham

Brenda and Alan Borstein
Jeryl and Stacey Bowers
LouAnne Brickhouse and Ilene  
 Chaiken
Kilbee Brittain
Nancy I. and Michael Brown
Russell Brown
Polly Benson-Brown and  
 Douglas L. Brown
Ronald W. Burkle Foundation
Estate of Walter and June Burt
Michael and Claudie Bustamante
Richard D. and Yun P. Byrd
Mr. Willard Z. Carr, Jr.
The Cassutt Family
Mary Chaney Family Trust
The Charitable Foundation
Zora and Les Charles
The Chase Manhattan  
 Foundation
James Chiarella
Cicoria Family Foundation
CIGNA Foundation
Citi
City National Bank
Classic Escapes
Ron and Tamara Clements
Jeanne and Harold Collier  
 Family Foundation
Gordon and Dona Crawford
Janie and Jim Crawford
Nancy M. Daly
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Dauterive
Yvonne De C. Segerstrom
Mary Deckert’s daughters
Deloitte and Touche LLP
Wendy and Jeffrey Denham
Jeffrey and Leslie Dintzer
Mr. Richard C. Dunsay and Dr.  
 Anita Artstein-Dunsay
Nancy and John Edwards
Leslie B. Einstein
The Eisner Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Ken M. Ellis
Rob Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest O. Ellison
Mr. John Emerson and Ms.  
 Kimberly Marteau Emerson
Elizabeth Evans
explore.org
Susan and Edward Ferguson
The Ella Fitzgerald Charitable  
 Foundation
Brad Folb, Esq.
Richard and Ilyse Frieder
Friends of African Wildlife
Nate Funaro and Jenny  
 Belcher
Georges & Germaine Fusenot  
 Charity Fnd.
Richard and Eileen Garson
GE Foundation
General Foods Corporation
Laraine Gerber
E.B. Gilmore Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Gordon
Dr. Stanley and Mrs. Linda  
 Gorman
Estate of Nancy Adelaide  
 Gottlieb
Great Western Financial  
 Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Grossman
Fabienne and J. P. Guerin
Philip and Geri Gutentag
Salli Harris
Susan Harris and Paul Junger  
 Witt
Hauptman Family Foundation
Bill and Paulette Heath
Mary Ann and Herbert Henley
Hollywood Park Racing  
 Charities, Inc.
Mark and Jean Holmstedt
Mr. Zach Horowitz and Dr.  
 Barbara Natterson-Horowitz

Martha H. Horton
Teena Hostovich and Doug  
 Martinet
Frederick Huntsberry
Iconix Brand Group
Kathleen Inman
Isabel Foundation
Derek and Pauline Jackson
Ron Jacoby
Mr. and Mrs. Peter W. James
Donald and Linda Kaplan
Estate of R. Raymond Kay
Tyler and Lisa Kelley
Edward and Ingrid Kelly
Jeanne S. and Ronald Kipp
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Klein
KLM Foundation
Robert Kotick, 1011  
 Foundation, Inc.
KPMG LLP
KTLA-TV Charities Fund,  
 a fund of the McCormack  
 Foundation
John and Deborah Landis
Latham & Watkins LLP
Jerry Leach
Drs. Victor and Alexandra  
 Levine
Ronald and Sharon Levy
Lifeline Program
Robert E. Lovett, Jr. and  
 Tiffany White-Lovett
Mr. and Mrs. Rod N. Macdonell
Mrs. Paquita L. Machris
Macy’s
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Maher
The Chris and Melody  
 Malachowsky Family  
 Foundation
Samuel P. Mandell Foundation
Diane Marcussen
Amanda Massucci and  
 Mike Wokosin

Margaret A. Maw
MCA, Inc.
Christine and Paul McCallum
McDonnell Douglas Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William McGagh
Greg and Stephanie McLemore
Kurt Mechaley and Diane  
 Kooken
Mrs. Irene Mendon
Merrill Lynch & Company, Inc.
Anne A. Meyers and Jason  
 Subotky
Brian Miller and Scott Marshall
Cindy Miscikowski and Doug  
 Ring
James and Patrice Mitchell
Heather Crosby Mnuchin
William Morris Agency, Inc.
The Morrison & Foerster  
 Foundation
Mountain View Foundation
Eugenia Riordan Mule
Heather and Blake Mycoskie
Lawrence J. Nash and Felix  
 Racelis
Elizabeth and Erik Nelson
Nickelodeon
Mr. John Nickoll
Marion O’Dare
George O’Gorman
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Oschin  
 Family Foundation
Outback Steakhouse
Mr. Ezekiel Patten, Jr.
Joan Pauloo
Pauley Perrette
Gray Phillips Living Trust
Charles and Deborah 
 Pierce
Playa Capital Company
Joe and Jacqueline Ploen
Stacey L. Poston and  
 Annemarie G. Pace

SPECIAL THANKS

The Diane and 
Mark Montgomery 
and Jerry Sonosky 
Conservation 
Fellowship was 
established to send 
Zoo experts around 
the globe to pro-
vide their expertise 
and assistance to 
in-situ conservation 
efforts.  

Roz Schrank, a 
long-time GLAZA 
donor, provided the 
gift of a lifetime by 
becoming a mem-
ber of the Selig 
Legacy Society, a 
giving program for 
supporters who 
have included the 
Los Angeles Zoo in 
their estate plans.

SELIG LEGACY SOCIETY

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you to the 
Ernest J. Prete, Jr. 
Foundation, which 
pledged $300,000 
to establish wildlife 
gardens in the 
upcoming Angela 
Collier Gardens 
event space. The 
Angela Collier 
Gardens project 
seeks to transform 
an undeveloped 
natural area near 
the Zoo’s entrance 
into a premier park 
space for private 
events, educational 
programming, and 
public performances.

Thank you to 
the Thomas and 
Dorothy Leavey 
Foundation, long-
time donors who 
support the work of 
the Zoo’s Learning 
& Engagement 
department.
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William, Ginger, Eloise, and  
 Myer*
Tom and Maggie Simms
SKB Foundation
Sheila Baran Spiwak and Alan  
 Spiwak
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
D. Stump and C. Kenkel*
Karen and William  
 Timberlake*
Leonard Torres and Anita  
 Brenner*
Vulcan Materials Company
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Waller
Peter W. Wardle*
Dwight and Grace Warren*
Jim Witoszynski*
 
$2,500 – $4,999
Robert E. Alschuler*
Anonymous (x3)*
RBSL Bergman Foundation*
Marilyn Mayer Bersch*
Anita Bhatia*
The Blossom Family
Brenda and Alan Borstein*
James and Elizabeth Bray
Sarah Brown and Dan Aloni*
Bunim-Murray Productions
Michael and Claudie  
 Bustamante
Scott Steuber, CBRE
Ron and Tamara Clements*
Gordon and Dona Crawford*
The Crew Family*
Laurie Dowling and Michael  
 Woo*
DreamWorks Animation SKG
Richard and Ilyse Frieder*
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Gordon*
Greystone Management Group
Fabienne and J. P. Guerin*
Salli Harris*

In memory of Anita Hirsh
Mark and Jean Holmstedt*
Muriel Horacek*
Dr. and Mrs. Robert  
 Hutcherson*
Mark Jones and David Dyck*
Donald and Linda Kaplan*
KPMG LLP
Glen Kuniyuki
Marilyn and Howard Levine*
Christine and Paul McCallum*
Davis McHenry and Anne  
 Preven*
Greg and Stephanie  
 McLemore*
Kurt Mechaley and Diane  
 Kooken*
Doc Walks for Animals, Dr.  
 Monica Metzdorf
David and Maureen  
 Morehouse*
The Morrison & Foerster  
 Foundation
Joanne E. Mortimer and  
 Matthew J. Loscalzo*
Philip and Penny Moynihan*
Lawrence J. Nash and Felix  
 Racelis*
The Nuciforo Family*
Do’bee Pecora*
John and Laurie Peel*
Melinda and Tom Peters*
Doug and Lynn (Peterson)  
 Price*
Susan F. Rice*
Robert Sterling Richards*
The Rodriguez Family*
Sarah E. Ross*
The Seaver Institute
The Lucille Ellis Simon  
 Foundation*
Norma Smallbone*
Thomas and Robin Smith*

Sony Pictures Entertainment
Estate of Jeanne Sprague
Sunny Television Productions
Takehiko Suzuki and Deborah  
 May*
In memory of Donald R.  
 Swabb, Sr.*
Eric & Annie Thornfeld*
USI Insurance Services 
Laurence and Janet Watt
Judith and Michael White*
Judy and David Wilson*
Martha Woolley
Young Presidents Organization  
 Pasadena Chapter

$1,000 – $2,499
Alfredo and Linda Acosta*
Olympia Ammon*
Dr. and Mrs. James E.  
 Anhalt, Jr.
Anonymous (x7)*
Anonymous, in memory of  
 Patti Glover
Celeste and Robert Antonucci
Arbuckle Family Trust
Margot and Mark Armbruster*
Lizette Arzola and Manuel  
 Lopez*
Dillu Ann Ashby*
Sandra and Dan Bane
Suzonne Bass*
Ms. Theresa R. Beland
Joel Berlinsky
Deborah Beveridge
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Biard
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Bickers, Jr.
William Bisset and Donna  
 Zenor*
Charles X Block, Tamaqua  
 Foundation
Lawrence Braun
Burbank Printing

Mark Burg and Shainaz  
 Donnelly Burg*
Andy Byers and Sara Bright*
Anne and Josh Byrne*
Amy and Reave Call*
Erin Chang
Alice Chatfield-Taylor*
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chu
Jeanne and Harold Collier  
 Family Foundation
ConferenceDirect Foundation
The Davidow Charitable Fund*
Francesca and Doug Deaver*
Andreas A. Deja
Jennifer Diener
Robert Duncan*
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck and Laurie  
 Eallonardo*
Educational Resource  
 Development Trust
Shari Edwards and Nathan  
 Johnson
Leslie B. Einstein
Mr. and Mrs. Ken M. Ellis*
Donald and Phyllis Epstein
ERC, Inc.
Elizabeth Evans*
ExxonMobil Foundation
Walter C. Fidler
The Ella Fitzgerald Charitable  
 Foundation
Gillian and Katherine Forster*
Rose A. Garcia and Giusi  
 Crivello*
Richard and Eileen Garson*
Dana Geiger
Arthur and Barbara Gilbert*
Johnna and Duff Goldman*
Alan and Coralie Goldsmith
Monika E. Grider*
Guardian Group, Inc.*
Philip and Geri Gutentag*
Nancy and Michael Harahan

Jaclyn and Ben Harper*
Cherie & Mark Harris
Hartunian Family Trust*
Akiko Hayata and Patricio  
 Alvarez*
Bill and Paulette Heath*
Sharon and Ray Henderson*
Carol and Warner Henry*
John and Luanne  
 Hernandez-Storr*
Yvonne Hessler
George and Barbara Hiller
Hobson/Lucas Family  
 Foundation
Alice Holzman and Charles  
 Briggs*
Timothy Hopkins
Thomas Hulick and Clarissa  
 Tawel*
Kathleen Inman*
Kandis and Jonathan Jaffrey
Gary and Linda Kaplan*
Laura and Spike Kaplansky*
Juanita Kempe*
Jeanne S. and Ronald Kipp*
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Klein*
Harvey and Ellen Knell*
Harry and Yvonne Lenart  
 Charitable Foundation
The Levi Family*
Alice Lewin*
John Lewis
Los Angeles Dodgers
The Lucky Ten
Carly and John Ludington and  
 Family*
Mr. and Mrs. Rod N.  
 Macdonell*
Anne E. Maczulak
Barbara S. Marshall
Nathan L. Martin and Tracey  
 L. Kiely*
Gary Matus

$300,000 AND ABOVE
The Ralph M. Parsons  
 Foundation
Ernest Prete, Jr. Foundation
Estate of Roslyn Schrank

$100,000 – $299,999
The Stanley and Anita Hirsh  
 Trust, in honor of Brian  
 Diamond
Richard Lieboff
Los Angeles County Regional  
 Park and Open Spaces  
 District
Luanne C. Wells

$50,000 – $99,999
The Capital Group Companies  
 Charitable Foundation
Duttenhaver Fund
Keri Gillespie*
Max H. Gluck Foundation
Alan and Cindy Horn
Cassidy Horn*
Elisabeth Hunt Price*
Service Systems Associates
The Shultz Family
Patricia and Stanley Silver*
Flora L. Thornton Foundation
Jennifer Thornton Wieland*

$25,000 – $49,999
Anonymous
Bank of America Foundation
BCM Foundation
Johnny Carson Foundation

Esther S. M. Chao*
Angela Collier Foundation
Brian and Arpita Diamond*
Mr. and Mrs. James Ellis
explore.org
The Georgina Fredrick  
 Children’s Foundation
Joshua and Beth Friedman
The James Irvine Foundation
The Carl Jud Foundation
The Landau Family Foundation
Anne A. Meyers and Jason  
 Subotky*
Diane Montgomery
Estate of Rosemary C. Moore
Mary L. Ricks and Catherine  
 Blagden*
The Rose Hills Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Seidel*
The Stringer Foundation
Wasserman Foundation*
The Winnick Family  
 Foundation*

$10,000 – $24,999
Jonathan and Ilmir  
 Alder – Jonathan’s Travels*
Anonymous
Erika Aronson and Adam Stern*
Mrs. Gene Autry
Robert M. & Marjie A. Bennett  
 Foundation*
LouAnne Brickhouse and Ilene  
 Chaiken*
California Credit Union

Robert and Janice Carr
David and Susan Cole*
In memory of Suzanne Condren
The Corgel Family*
Gregg and Jody Cutler
Wendy and Jeffrey Denham*
The Walt Disney Company
Joseph Drown Foundation
Nancy and John Edwards*
Rob Ellis*
Ervin Cohen & Jessup, LLP
Heather A. Evans*
Dr. Stanley and Mrs. Linda  
 Gorman*
Jane G. Pisano, President,  
 Board of Trustees, The John  
 Randolph Haynes and Dora  
 Haynes Foundation
Friends and Family of Charlton  
 “Charlie” Hildrew
Saul Hudson*
Tom Jacobson and Ramone  
 Muñoz*
Carl W. Johnson Foundation
Tyler and Lisa Kelley
Diann H. Kim and John B. Frank*
Andy C. King
Tony and Cindy Kitchener*
Sandra Krause and William  
 Fitzgerald*
The Thomas and Dorothy  
 Leavey Foundation
Drs. Victor and Alexandra  
 Levine*
Rich Lichtenstein and Melanie  
 Cotton*

The Chris and Melody  
 Malachowsky Family  
 Foundation
Diane Naegele
NBCUniversal
Helen C. Pekny*
Rexford Industrial
Belinda and Richard Robins*
Robert and Ann Ronus*
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Roski, Jr.
Marc L. Sallus and Dr.  
 Devora S. Cohen*
Shelley Family Trust
Jay and Jenny Sonbolian*
Marc and Eva Stern  
 Foundation
Stiekman Family Trust
Laurie and George Stoneman*
Daniel Suggs and Misty Cross*
Madeline and Elliott Taft*
U.S. Bank Foundation
Doug Upshaw*
Ellen Vahan*
Tim and Linda Washburn*
Wells Fargo Foundation
Witherbee Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999
The Ahmanson Foundation
Jean Aigner*
Sharon Altman*
Anonymous (x5)*
Allen and Kay Autry*
Stephen Badger*
Dr. David and Mrs. Gloria  
 Bernstein*

Denise Hammett Bieker
J. Bernard and Susan Blake*
W. William Boede*
Employees Community Fund  
 of Boeing California
Kelly Brock-Jennings and Greg  
 Jennings*
Carolyn J. Davis*
Jack and Barbara Dawson*
Nate Funaro and Jenny  
 Belcher*
Greg and Joyce Fuss*
Barry and Irena Gernstein*
Midge Hood*
John and Julia Itamura*
Mr. and Mrs. Larry G. Ivanjack*
The Jones Family*
KLM Foundation*
Diana Lieu, 2020 Docent
The Living Desert
Los Angeles Lakers
Macy’s
Mill River Foundation*
Estate of Frederick H. Moll
John and Callene Momtazee*
Doris and Greg Morton*
In honor of Emilia Alexandra  
 Navarro
Neil and Cheryl Nissing*
Gail and Gerald Oppenheimer*
Pipkin Family Foundation
Stacey L. Poston and  
 Annemarie G. Pace*
Joann Ratia*
Patricia Serenbetz*
C.A. and Sherry Sheppard*

ANNUAL DONOR HONOR ROLL  
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association is grateful to the following donors for their generosity to GLAZA between July 1, 2019, and June 30, 2020. 

*Annual giving includes Safari Society donation. *Annual giving includes Safari Society donation.

SPECIAL THANKS

Animal naming 
gifts support the 
Zoo’s animal 
acquisition fund, 
which promotes 
conservation and 
breeding projects 
around the world. 
Born on October 
5, 2019, female 
giraffe Setchan was 
named by Anne 
Akiko Meyers and 
Jason Subotky.

Thank you to all 
who donated to the 
Beastly Ball’s Fund-
A-Need! Together 
we raised $100,045 
to acquire a new 
portable ultra-
sound machine 
for our veterinary 
team. 

SPECIAL THANKS

This fiscal year, 
GLAZA raised 
$78,000 for Zoo-
Pals, a program 
that provides funds 
for Title 1 schools 
to hire a bus and 
visit the Zoo on 
a field trip. Pre-
COVID, scholarships 
were awarded to 
119 schools and 
6,475 students.

In May 2020, Dr. 
Monica Metzdorf 
walked over 120 
miles from the L.A. 
Zoo to the Aquar-
ium of the Pacific 
and then to the 
San Diego Zoo—
raising more than 
$14,000 to help 
support these three 
institutions during 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
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Rick and Kristin Maxwell, in  
 honor of Helga Bergthold
Beth McClellan and Kevin  
 Brennan*
Bob McMillan*
Mrs. Irene Mendon
Kim Monday
Laurel RG Moreno and Richard  
 L. Chambers*
Robin Neenan and Melissa  
 Loeffelholz
Tamika and Alan Noelle
Marion O’Dare*
Dan Oliverio & Trevor Kezon
WorkMetrics/Online  
 Induction, Inc. 
Ken & Linda Owens
Michael and Rebecca Parker*
Stanley K. Penner
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Phelps III
Philip Pirolo and Casey  
 McGuire
Steven Pokress, in memory  
 of my wife Selma*
John Puglisi and Danelle  
 Davenport*
Linda and Kurt Rambis
Marilyn Rhind*
Jan M. Richards*
Larry Rosen
Irma A. Ruiz
Dan and Joyce Sandel*
Rose Santomauro and  
 Scott Alyward*
Lindsey and Jack Sayers*
John and Linda Seiter*
Mr. Charles W. Simon
Wealthy Slattery*
The Smith Family
Dr. Roberta Smith and  
 Richard Jones*
Susan E. Smith, “keep up the  
 great work”

Wayne Smith, Ph.D.*
Tom and Terri Soderstrom*
Sandra K. Spencer
Brad, Liane, Sophie, and Zoe*
Charles and Ellen Steinmetz
Edd and Carole Stepp
Suzanne and Gary Stern
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stevens
The Stutz Family*
Art and Sheila Swicker*
SYSCO Food Services of Los  
 Angeles, Inc.
Irene Szczech*
John M. Teeples and Nicolas  
 Martinez, Jr.
The Tesoriero Family
Ellia M. Thompson and Mark  
 W. Prince*
Lynn and Gerald Toler*
Mary Toomey
Kevin Topper & Georgina  
 Chacon-Topper
Alex and Jean Trebek
Polly Turpin*
Terry and Ann Marie Volk
Raymond Waff
Dr. Jim and Mrs. Mitzi Walters*
Warner Brothers  
 Entertainment
Betty Weiss Family Trust
Janet Weiss
Richard R. Wenger*
Werner Family Foundation
Willson-Weinberger Family  
 Fund
Mrs. Sydell Winer*
Julie Penhallow Woolley and  
 Robert W. Woolley*
Chad and Alejandra  
 Worozaken
Angela Yim-Sullivan and Scott  
 Sullivan
Mark Zhu

99 Cents Only Stores
Anheuser-Busch
Barilla Pasta
Beverly Hills Teddy Bear Company
City National Bank
DC Comics
Denny’s
Diageo America
Disobey Vape
First 5 LA
ICEE-USA
Ivanti
Los Angeles Federal Credit Union
New York Life, Southern California General Office
Nickelodeon’s Bubble Guppies
Pampers
PepsiCo
Southern California Honda Dealers
Stitch Fix Kids
Teddy Grahams
The Walt Disney Company
Verizon
Welk Resorts

LouAnne Brickhouse and Ilene Chaiken
ERC, Inc.
David E. Keliher
Wild Birds Unlimited, Woodland Hills

CBS
Google
iHeart
JCDecaux/LAX Airport
KHTS-FM/Hometown Station
KPWR-FM/Meruelo Group
KXOL-FM/Spanish Broadcasting System
Lamar/Burbank Airport
PBS SoCal
Radio Music Vault
Riester
Univision

This Annual Report listing recognizes those who  

contributed $1,000 or more in support of the Los Angeles 

Zoo and Botanical Gardens between July 1, 2019, and 

June 30, 2020. Every effort has been made to ensure that 

the list is complete and accurate. If errors or omissions 

have occurred, please accept our apologies, and call  

the Development Office at (323) 486-4253 to report 

corrections. Thank you.

SPECIAL THANKS

The Corporate 
Leaders program 
offers businesses 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate  
meaningful 
community and 
corporate citizen-
ship while giving 
back. Rexford 
Industrial Realty, 
Inc. (pictured) and 
many other local 
businesses support 
this program.

*Annual giving includes Safari Society donation.

Anonymous (x2)
Bank of America Foundation
Bunim/Murray Productions
Burbank Printing
DreamWorks Animation SKG
Educational Resource Development Trust
Employees Community Fund of Boeing California
Goldman Sachs
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Pipkin Family Foundation
Rexford Industrial
Scott Steuber, CBRE
Sony Pictures Entertainment
SYSCO Food Services of Los Angeles, Inc.
The Walt Disney Company
USI Insurance Services 
Vulcan Materials Company
WorkMetrics/Online Induction, Inc. 

CORPORATE LEADERS  
Designed specifically for businesses and corporations, GLAZA’s Corporate Leaders 
share the Los Angeles Zoo’s commitment to conservation and education. By becom-
ing a Corporate Leader with a gift of $1,500 or more annually, these donors send a 
clear message about their dedication to the cultural vitality of Los Angeles and the 
preservation of wildlife across the globe. We are pleased to recognize the following 
business and corporate partners.

SPONSORS MEDIA PARTNERS 

SPECIAL THANKS  

join our efforts to educate
inspire & protect
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DONOR PROGRAMS AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

VISIT  WWW.LAZOO.ORG/JOIN-OUR-COMMUNITY/DONORS

CALL  (323) 486-4213 
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make a difference 
By volunteering, you’ll support conservation programs, connect guests to 
nature, and make lifelong friendships. 

LEARN MORE AT 

WWW.LAZOO.ORG/JOIN-OUR-COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERS

Whether working behind the scenes or on the front lines interacting with guests, 
volunteers are an invaluable part of our team. 

volunteers by the numbers

500 VOLUNTEERS  
52,000 SERVICE HOURS
105 NEW VOLUNTEERS TRAINED
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5333 Zoo Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027-1498 
www.lazoo.org


